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Just Another Number
(Answer Key)

Use the population data for the nearest year for all calculations.
Note that the numbers for population are given in thousands.

It may be easier to express many of the numbers in scientific notation.
During the flu epidemic of 1918, about 35 million people died from influenza worldwide and 675,000 died in the United States.  The world population in 1918 was estimated to be 1.8 billion people, and the United States population was 105 million.        1.94     % of the world’s population and     0.64      % of the United States population died from influenza in 1918.
Since 1979, which year has had the most deaths from influenza?     1981             
In that year,   1.33×10-3  % of people in the United States died from the flu.

About how many times more was the percentage of people who died from influenza in the United States in 1918 than in that year?         482      
What could be some explanations for this drop in percentage? Vaccines available, people develop resistances to the virus, better health practices, etc.
Explain some trends you see in Table 2.  (Do age and/or sex seem to make a difference in the number of deaths due to influenza?)  Deaths due to influenza increase sharply with increasing age.  Consistently more deaths occur in females than males
In 1999, there were     1665     total deaths from the flu.        1063       of these were women, and     602      were men.     63.84    % of the deaths from the flu were women.
In 2000,     3.59×10-3    % of the US population 65 and over died from influenza, accounting for     87.59    % of the total influenza deaths that year.

The mean number of yearly influenza deaths from 1979 to 2001 is     1265.53       , while the mean population for the three years given is 2.522×108    .  This makes the average percent of the population that dies from influenza yearly about      5.02×10-4    %.
Come up with two more percentages or other evaluations of data in the tables, or you may also look up some data on your own pertaining to the flu or population and come up with evaluations of it. Make sure that the numbers they come up with match with the data and make sense as a statistic
Graph the number of deaths from influenza against the age groups in which they occurred for 1985.  Does this graph agree with the trend you noticed?
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