    Genetic Modification Debate Activity

School officials are considering allowing genetically modified vegetables to be served to children in school cafeterias. The foods would cost less and be more nutritious than the unmodified foods that are currently being served.


Your teacher will assign you to one of the groups listed below. Based on your new role, gather data to help support your claim of whether or not these new genetically modified foods should be served to the school children. After you gather enough information, you will debate with members of other Role groups to determine what should happen in the schools. 


          My assigned role: _____________________________________
School Official

Money is hard to come by in these days. As a result, you need to find ways to cut costs in as many areas as possible to avoid having to fire teachers due to lack of funding. These new genetically modified foods cost 30% less than the unmodified foods. The improved nutrition of the food would also help your students be healthier. As far as you see it, GM foods are a win-win decision!
Concerned Parent

You have three children who eat school lunches every day. You are not sure of what other unknown effects these modified foods will have on their growing bodies. One of your children has food allergies, and you are afraid that new genes put into the food in the cafeteria may have come from the things he is allergic to. You feel that untested foods should not be served to any children. 
CEO of a Biotechnology Company

Your company has a perfect track record with your genetically modified crops; there have been no issues with anything you have created. Your new line of genetically modified, improved-nutrition vegetables is perfect for the school cafeteria. You are determined to have the crops produced from your seeds accepted by the school board. The more crops that are sold, the more seed you sell!
Informed Student

You are a student who cares about your health. You think that improved nutrition is a good idea, but you are curious about what kind of changes they did to the food. You think the students have a right to choose what foods are served in the cafeteria.
