Scene:

University Professor Nearly Dies

A professor at a local university is reeling from a lab accident that happened last August while he was performing research and conducting experiments with the dangerous Sabia virus.   The professor is an expert in viruses and is believed to have become infected when a vial containing the virus cracked while conducting an experiment.  He failed to report the laboratory accident, as required.  The professor fell ill a week later and nearly died, spending 3 weeks in the hospital.  After his release, the university put him on probation for not following proper reporting procedure and endangering his life and the lives of others.
Safety Rule: 
Report all accidents regardless of how minor to your teacher or supervisor!
Scene:
Thirsty Student Drinks the Wrong Liquid

A high school student nearly died last week when he ingested near fatal amounts of a dangerous chemical mixture.  The student had just left his gym class to come to lab, and was hot and thirsty.  Instead of asking his teacher to be excused for a drink of water, the student took a drink out of a nearby beaker full of clear liquid that appeared to be water.  However, the beaker did not contain water, but a dangerous chemical compound that immediately caused the student to vomit uncontrollably.  Ambulances were called, and the student’s stomach was pumped several times.  He is still in the hospital but is expected to make a full recovery.
Safety Rule:

Never taste any material in the lab.
Read the label on chemical bottles at least twice before using the chemical. Many chemicals have names that are easily confused.
Scene:
Unattended Student Passes Out in Chemistry Lab
A student who wandered into an empty chemistry laboratory this morning was found passed out on the lab floor.  The student did not have permission to be in the lab, and had been experimenting with unidentified chemicals and was heating them using a Bunsen burner.  Once he was finished, he unplugged the Bunsen burner but left the gas switch on, releasing large amounts of toxic gas into the air.  The student had inhaled some of that gas and passed out on the lab floor. The teacher that found him several minutes later called an ambulance and performed CPR to revive him.  The student came to, but suffered a head wound and a broken wrist from the fall.
Safety Rule

Work in the lab only when the teacher is present or when you have permission to do so.

Scene:
Accident in Laboratory, Student Hospitalized

Samuel Travis was burnt yesterday afternoon while mixing chemicals together for an experiment in the laboratory.  He had the chemicals mixed into a test tube, which was turning many different colors. Against the warnings of his supervisor, Travis knelt down to look directly into the end of the test tube.  At that moment, the chemicals in the tube started to react and bubble and boil over.  The splash left burns on his face and hands, thankfully he was wearing proper safety eyewear and his eyes were not affected. To ease the burns, he fanned himself with a folder.  He was later taken to the hospital and treated for second degree burns to the hands and face, and was also expelled from the lab for unsafe behavior and failure to follow the directions of the supervisor.  
Safety Rules:

Never look directly into a test tube. View the contents from the side.

For minor skin burns, immediately plunge the burned area into cold water and notify the teacher. 

Scene
Explosion in Local Lab

Jessica Gonzales was running her tests for the day.  She was conducting an experiment with an Erlenmeyer flask.  Before starting, she observed some droplets in the bottom of the flask that she assumed were water, and that the glass was recently washed. Instead of rinsing it out and drying it, Gonzales assumed it was harmless and proceeded to conduct her experiment.  As soon as she added her first few chemicals and began to heat them up, the entire flask exploded, sending chemicals and glass flying and some shards cutting her exposed feet.  The chemical at the bottom of the flask was determined to be an acidic chemical that was explosive when mixed with the compound Gonzales was using.  Before cleaning up the glass, Gonzales ran to get aid for her bleeding feet.  The chemical mixtures proceeded to spill and burn the tiles on the floor, costing the lab an estimated $800 in damages.
Safety Rules

Due to the dangers of broken glass and corrosive liquid spills in the lab, open sandals or bare feet are not permitted in the lab. 

Immediately notify the teacher of any chemical spill and clean up the spill as directed. 

Before beginning work in lab, clean the lab bench top and your glassware. 

Scene
Laboratory Accident Leaves Student Blind in One Eye
An undergraduate student was working on an experiment in a hood.   When she removed the reflux condenser, the solution burped...splashing her face and chest.  The student was not wearing goggles at the time, and the solution splashed into her eyes. The Teaching Assistant called 9-1-1 and just let the unfortunate undergraduate sit there while her eyes were stinging in pain, and the chemicals seeped further into her clothing. The student was taken to the Emergency room and now wears an eye patch on one eye.  There are several obvious lab safety violations here, and the laboratory is now under investigation by many different safety organizations, who claim that the damage from this accident could have been minimized, if not completely avoided if proper procedures were followed.
Safety Rules:
Use goggles and lab aprons when instructed to do so.

If you get any chemical in your eye, immediately wash the eye with the eye-wash fountain and notify the teacher. 

Scene
Premature Celebration
Timothy Rodman and Jessica O’Neil are pharmacology majors at a local university.  As a part of one of their courses, they were running tests on a piece of tissue that measured one inch long.  The lab experiment was to take approximately 6 hours to complete.   Having reached the last of the seemingly endless series of tests, the two students decided to celebrate their finale with an exchange of high-fives and elaborate victory dances.  In the process of performing a dance move, one of the students knocked the tiny piece of tissue off of the lab table and onto the contaminated lab floor.  They were forced to stay behind for another 6 hours (with a very angry supervisor) to finish the experiment.

Safety Rule

Never indulge in horseplay or behavior that could lead to injury of others or interfere with your experiment.

Scene:
Chemical Mix-up!
Douglas Michael is a high school student at a Colorado high school.  In his chemistry lab, he was trying to diligently follow the directions in his lab manual.  The chemical mixture was supposed to form a harmless compound.  Unbeknownst to Douglas, he had mistaken ethyl alcohol with methyl alcohol and mixed the wrong chemicals. He began to notice a sweet smell in the air.  He leaned over to inhale the sweet fume, and then passed out on the floor.  

Safety Rules

Read the label on chemical bottles at least twice before using the chemical. Many chemicals have names that are easily confused. 
Never smell a material in a test tube or flask directly. Instead, with your hand, "fan" some of the fumes to your nose carefully. 
Scene:
H 2 O Hazard

A student was rushed to the hospital today after drinking contaminated water.  Apparently, the student had arrived at chemistry lab with an unfinished bottle of water from lunch.  Accidentally it was left open on a desk near one of the lab tables.  The experiment that was being conducted contained some hazardous chemicals, and a small portion of them ended up contaminating the water in the open bottle.  After lab the student retrieved the water bottle and continued to drink from it.  A few minutes later, her throat was so swollen that she could not breathe and she was immediately taken to the nearest hospital in an ambulance.
Safety Rule:
Food, drink and gum are prohibited in lab. 

Scene:
Beaker Burglary

Thousands of dollars of lab equipment was stolen today in the biology laboratory.  The laboratory managers had apparently neglected to put away all of the equipment that was used in the lab the night before.  They had left out microscopes, test tubes, example slides, Petri dishes and various chemicals.  The proper procedure would have been to lock up all of the equipment into their respective storage units.  Overnight, an intruder had apparently broken into the school through the laboratory window, 8 microscopes were stolen, many test tubes were nothing but piles of broken glass on the floor, and there were some chemical spills that filled the lab room with toxic fumes.  The estimated damage from this incident is approximately $2000.  Those in charge of managing the lab and locking up equipment have been reprimanded.
Safety Rules:

Return all lab materials and equipment to their proper places after use. 
Upon completion of work, wash and dry all equipment, your lab bench and your clean-up area. 

