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Activity Summary: 

This activity is designed to coincide with the PEER 6th-grade curriculum module The Jade Dragon module, teach the students how to find locations on maps using absolute locations (longitude and latitude), and test the students knowledge of China from what they learned in the module. The activity is meant to be used as a game. The background story for the game is this: The Jade Dragon has been stolen from its cave and Jace has set off to search for it. To find it he will need to travel to different cities and answer a question in each city to find clues about the next city to go to. The Jade Dragon will be waiting in the final city for Jace once he arrives and answers the question. Help Jace be the first to find the Jade Dragon.

If you are not using The Jade Dragon module, this game can be easily changed.  If you would like a CD with the PEER curriculum, please visit http://peer.tamu.edu/forms/PEER_Registration/Registration2005.shtml to receive a free copy.  The Jade Dragon module is also available online at http://peer.tamu.edu/integrated/view_modules.shtml. The direct link to the Integrated Curriculum latitude and longitude slides is http://peer.tamu.edu/integrated/1_Egypt/eglatlon.ppt.

Subject: 

Social Studies: TEKS 6.3 (B, C), 6.21 (C), 6.22 (A)

6.3 (B) – Posing and answering questions about geographic distributions and patters

6.3 (C) – Comparing regions using data from maps, charts, models, and databases

6.21 (C) – Organizing and interpreting information

6.22 (A) – Using social studies terminology correctly

Grade Level: 

Target Grade: 6 
Upper Bound: 7 

Lower Bound: 6 

Time Required: 25-45 minutes

Activity Team/Group Size: 4-6 people per group 

Reusable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $1
The paper can be reused for multiple activities

Expendable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $0 
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Activity Plan: 
Teacher Preparation: 
Print the city names pages (in the LongLatCityPages.doc) and post each city somewhere around the room. Next, print the set of absolute location and questions for each city (LongLatLocationsQuestions.doc). Put each question in an envelope and put it under its corresponding city.  Divide the absolute locations and corresponding cities and questions into 2-4 groups.  The absolute locations will be handed out by the teacher.  A table can be prepared with each team’s destinations and answers to the questions there to make things easier to know if they are correct.
	
	Team #1
	Team #2

	Order
	City
	Answer to Question
	City
	Answer to Question

	1
	Beijing
	Beijing
	Shanghai
	Yangtze River

	2
	Wuhan
	Chinese River Dolphin
	Harbin
	Harbin

	3
	Shenyang
	Plates
	Beijing
	Beijing

	4
	Lhasa
	Himalayas
	Shache
	Folded

	5
	Chongqing
	Three Gorges Dam
	Chongqing
	Three Gorges Dam

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Team #3
	Team #4

	Order
	City
	Answer to Question
	City
	Answer to Question

	1
	Jixi
	Pacific Ocean
	Wuhan
	Chinese River Dolphin

	2
	Beijing
	Beijing
	Guangzhou
	India

	3
	Yumen
	Mongolia or Russia
	Hailar
	Absolute Location

	4
	Harbin
	Harbin
	Beijing
	Beijing

	5
	Chongqing
	Three Gorges Dam
	Chongqing
	Three Gorges Dam


The Game:

Split the students into 2-4 teams. Once the students are on teams hand each team their first absolute location and the map of China. Upon finding what city is represented by the absolute location they ‘go’ to that city in the room and get the question. When the team has decided on an answer, it sends a representative to the teacher to answer the question. If the answer is correct, the teacher provides the team representative with the next location, which they take back to the team to look up. This continues until one team reaches their final city and answers the final question correctly to win the game.

Assessment: 

A way to find if the students understand the material is perhaps to have them go and make a vacation plan of where they would go on the world if they could vacation anywhere they wanted. The vacation would include a few different cities with the absolute location for each of those cities.

Learning Objectives: 
The learning objectives for this class are to teach students about longitude, latitude, absolute locations, and finding places on a map based on its absolute location. This activity teaches the following TEKS:

Social Studies: TEKS 6.3 (B, C), 6.21 (C), 6.22 (A)

6.3 (B) – Posing and answering questions about geographic distributions and patters

6.3 (C) – Comparing regions using data from maps, charts, models, and databases

6.21 (C) – Organizing and interpreting information

6.22 (A) – Using social studies terminology correctly

Prerequisites for this Activity: 

Since this activity is linked with the The Jade Dragon module it would probably be best if the students had read that module although that is not necessary. This activity requires students to know how to find absolute locations to complete the task, so students should have a good idea of how to do that before beginning this activity.
Vocabulary / Definitions:

Prime Meridian – the imaginary line at the middle of the longitude lines at a longitude of 0o
Equator – the imaginary line at the middle of the latitude lines at a latitude of 0o
Longitude lines – imaginary lines that run from north to south across the globe and measure how far someplace is from the Prime Meridian 

Latitude lines – imaginary lines that run from east to west across the globe and measure how far someplace is from the Equator

Absolute location – the location of someplace on a map given by its longitude and latitude coordinates

Materials List:
The only materials required for this activity are sheets of paper. The documents containing the pages required by this activity are listed below.

Multimedia Support and Attachments:
LongLatLocationsQuestions.doc (Absolute locations and questions)

LongLatLocationsQuestionsAnswers.doc (Absolute Locations matched with city, questions with answers)

LongLatCityPages.doc (City signs to place in the room)

Activity Scaling:

If desired more cities could be added to this activity for larger groups. Teams can be required to do as many or as few cities desired to fit time restrictions. This activity could also be implemented with other locations. If it was desired to have this activity based in Europe, then new cities would need to be picked, but the concept and lessons taught would still be the same. If you are not using The Jade Dragon module, you may want to change the questions to better reflect the content in your text book or other curriculum materials.

See our other Latitude and Longitude activity (Treasure Hunt) for a very similar activity that uses online, interactive maps.
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Picture taken from http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ch.html 

*The picture was modified in Adobe Photoshop by adding three cities
