



Creepy Creatures!
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Activity Summary: 
This presentation is a fun introduction to two creatures that are commonly misunderstood. When people learn and understand more about feared animals they can also learn to respect them and their habitats. 

Subject: 

Science: Life Science 

Grade Level: 

Target Grade: _7__ 

Upper Bound: _8__ 

Lower Bound: _6__ 

Time Required: _30-45 minutes__ 

Activity Team/Group Size: _classroom presentation__ 



Activity Introduction / Motivation: 
This presentation is meant to be a brief and interesting look into scorpions and bats. Along with learning about scorpions and bats, students will also gain knowledge about life science topics, such as habitats, adaptations to the environment, properties of mammals, exo and endoskeletons, and more.

Activity Plan: 
Present the powerpoint presentation and let the students ask questions. Use the information in the background as a reference.

Activity Closure: 
Allow the students to ask any questions they may have.

Prerequisites for this Activity: 
Students should know the taxonomy of living things. They should know what a mammal is, and the definition of an endotherm and ectotherm. They should know what nocturnal and diurnal means, and what an ultrasound wave is. 
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

taxonomy of living things: Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species
endotherm: a "warm-blooded" animal, or birds and mammals that can internally regulate their body temperature so that it remains fairly constant even when the surrounding environment is cooler or warmer 

ectotherm: a "cold-blooded" animal or animals such as amphibians and reptiles that cannot regulate their body temperature by internal means, so their body temperature is essentially the same as that of their surrounding environment
nocturnal: refers to an animal that is active at night and sleeps during the day
diurnal: active during the daylight hours
ultrasound wave: ultrasound is a sound with a frequency greater than the upper limit of human hearing, approximately 20 kilohertz. 
arthropod: any animal having no backbone, a segmented body, jointed appendages that exist in pairs, and a body covering called an exoskeleton that is made of chitin
amphibious: having the ability to live both on land and in water
metabolism: the process in which nutrients are acquired, transported, used and disposed of by the body
hibernation: a state of dormancy, characterized by lowered body temperature, slowed heartbeat and breathing, and reduced metabolic activity that some animals enter during winter or times of food shortage, etc.
neurotoxin: a poisonous compound that acts on the nervous system
anticoagulant: a substance that prevents coagulation; that is, it stops blood from clotting
rabies: a widespread, viral infection spread through the bite of some warm-blooded animals that attacks the nervous system and, if left untreated, is 100 percent fatal 
Activity Extensions: 
Have the students research the types of scorpions or bats that live in Texas or the surrounding area, perhaps presenting interesting facts to the classroom.
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