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Activity Summary: 
This activity is a good way for students to be introduced to the idea of a utopia, or perfect society. To form their own perfect community, students will develop a plan to brainstorm the ideals of the society and the rules and guidelines on how to implement these ideals. Students will recognize the difficulties in creating a perfect society and what can go wrong, which serves as a good introductory activity into dystopian novels. 

Subject: 

Social Studies: Individuals Groups and Institutions, Power Authority and Governance, Science Technology and Society

English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts
Grade Level: 

Target Grade: 7th 

Upper Bound: 8th 

Lower Bound: 6th
Time Required: one class period for the activity, one class period for the presentation


Activity Team/Group Size: groups of 3 or 4 

Authors: 
Undergraduate Fellow Name: Amanda Clauson
Teacher Mentor Name: Angela Antis 
Date Submitted: August 24th, 2006 
Date Last Edited: September 1, 2006

Parent Lesson Plan(s): 

This activity is a precursor to the powerpoint presentation Dystopian Novels and to the reading of the novel The Giver.

Activity Introduction / Motivation: 
Discuss with the students the creation of a perfect society. The class will brainstorm what an ideal society would look like and how it would function.  Write the ideas on the board.

Activity Plan: 
Divide the students into groups of 3 or 4. Each group will create their own ideal society. Each group will fill out the attached worksheet about their perfect community.

· Students must name their society, and list three ideals their society will embody (for example world peace, perfect sharing of resources, etc.).  

· In one paragraph, students will describe their perfect society, what it would look like and how people would act. 
· Students will establish rules or guidelines that will keep their society perfect, and determine the punishment for people in the perfect society who break the rules. 
· Students must then list the problems they encountered in creating this perfect society. 


Activity Closure: 
Have each group briefly describe their ideal society. Afterwards, discuss as a class the difficulties they had in creating an ideal society (i.e. enforcing rules, keeping everyone equal, etc.).

Assessment: 

Grade the worksheet on completeness and ability to think creatively, not on whether the ideas were right or wrong. 
Learning Objectives: 
This group process will help students experience some of the difficulties in making ideas practical. In a group, students will learn lessons in leadership and compromise. The students will benefit from discussion and strengthen listening skills and social skills which foster cooperation and group planning. The students should have a better understanding of a sense of “community”.
Definitions:

utopian- refers to good but (physically, socially, economically, or politically) impossible proposals, or at least ones that are very difficult to implement. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utopian
Activity Extensions: 
To extend the activity, have the students draw a map of their perfect society or community prior to filling out the worksheet. The students could strengthen their mapping skills.  Maps must include a title, orientation, legend and scale. The students could then present their map of the society to the class, explaining the integral parts of their ideal community.

Multimedia Support and Attachments: 
link to Dystopian Novels powerpoint
link to Make Your Own Utopia worksheet 

