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Making a Thanksgiving Dinner
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Lesson Summary: 

In this activity, students will shop for and purchase food items to make a Thanksgiving dinner.  There are two versions of this activity, one for 5th grade and one for 6th grade.  The 5th grade version deals with multiplication and addition of decimals, while the 6th grade version deals with calculating the price of items when given a percent off or a tax.  After students shop for their food, they will make a Thanksgiving table to put heir feast on. 

Subject: 

· Math: Numbers and Operations, Problem Solving, Connections 

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6
· Upper Bound:7 

· Lower Bound: 5
Time Required: Two 50 minute periods
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Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 

5th Grade Version: Ask students where they see decimals in the real world.  Many will likely say they see decimals when dealing with dollars and cents.  Ask students where they go when they’re dealing with dollars and cents, and many will likely say shopping.

Tell the students that today they’ll be using their knowledge of decimals to shop for a Thanksgiving dinner.
6th Grade Version: Ask students where they see percents in the real world.  Many will likely say they find it with shopping.  Ask what kind of percents students see when shopping.  Students should respond with both sales, and tax.

Tell the students that today they’ll be using their knowledge of percents to shop for a Thanksgiving dinner.


Lesson Plan: 

· Preparation: The teacher must first print out many copies of the Thanksgiving Pictures handout.  The teacher can then precut out the foods in this handout, or do so while the activity is going on.  For cutting out the pictures, it is recommended to line them up and use a paper cutter.  These slips of paper will be the Thanksgiving foods students purchase from the grocery store for their meal.
· After going through the Lesson Introduction/Motivation, divide the students up into groups of 2 or 3, and give each group either Thanksgiving Worksheet – 5th Grade or Thanksgiving Worksheet – 6th Grade.
· Tell students to choose what foods they want to purchase from the worksheet for their Thanksgiving dinner.  Tell the students that once they calculate how much a food item will cost, they can come to the supermarket (which is the teacher) and buy it, if their answer is correct.  You will check the students’ answers by either using Thanksgiving Worksheet Answers – 5th grade or Thanksgiving Worksheet Answers – 6th grade.
· Also tell the students that the budget for their Thanksgiving dinner is $200.
· Once students have calculated the prices of all the foods they want to buy, and have purchased the cut-outs of these foods from the supermarket, it is time for them to make their Thanksgiving tables.
· We made tables by take at 8.5 by 11 inch piece of card stock paper, and then propping it up with 5 clear plastic cups to act as the table legs.  I then had paper with a variety of Fall patterns they could place on top of their cardstock to be their table cloth.  Students then taped their food cutouts on top of the table (see pictures at beginning of lesson plan)  

Activities used in this Lesson: 
· Thanksgiving Worksheet - 5th Grade and Thanksgiving Worksheet Answers – 5th Grade
This is a link to the worksheet used for 5th graders to calculate the cost of their food items, and a second link to the answers to this worksheet
· Thanksgiving Worksheet - 6th Grade and Thanksgiving Worksheet Answers – 6th Grade
This is a link to the worksheet used for 6th graders to calculate the cost of their food items, and a second link to the answers to this worksheet
· Thanksgiving Pictures 
This is a handout containing pictures of Thanksgiving foods for the teacher to print out and then cut out to give to students as they purchase food items.
Assessment: 

· To assess this activity, a worksheet or quiz over the materials covered in the Thanksgiving worksheet would be sufficient.  By applying these concepts in a real-world scenario like purchasing a Thanksgiving dinner, the students should be ready then to apply what they learned to basic problems.


Prerequisites for this Lesson:
· 5th grade version: Knowledge of adding, rounding, and multiplying decimals.
· 6th grade version: Same as above, plus knowledge of calculating percents of numbers, and then adding or subtracting that percent to find sale prices of prices with tax.
Materials: 

· printouts of Thanksgiving foods (page provided)
· cardstock

· plastic cups

· paper printed with Fall or Thanksgiving patterns

· tape or glue sticks


Please email us your comments on this lesson: 
E-mail to ljohnson@cvm.tamu.edu
Please include the title of the lesson, whether you are a teacher, resident scientist or college faculty and what grade you used it for. 
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