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Koch’s Postulates

Answer the following questions regarding the 1918 influenza epidemic.
1.  The flu outbreak in 1918 was called an epidemic.  What is an epidemic and what are some reasons this epidemic occurred?  Why was it so severe?  (Hint: Consider the conditions present during the war.)
2.  How was the flu treated in 1918?  What are some treatments we use today?
3.  Are antibiotics an effective way of treating the flu?  Why or why not?

4.  What are some things we do today that prevent another flu epidemic, like the 1918 case, from happening again?

5.  In the following science lesson, you will learn how scientists used Koch’s postulates to determine the source of the flu epidemic.  Use what you know so far about Koch’s Postulates to design an experiment that will determine the cause of the epidemic.    
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