	March Madness

	Lesson Plan, Science 5
	Mutating Viruses


	Texas 1867: Lesson Plan, Math 1



Objectives

· Understand how DNA/RNA mutations occur.
· Understand the effects of mutations.
· Determine why it is necessary to receive a new flu shot every year.

Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about 2 class periods.  The first class period should be spent viewing the Science 5 PowerPoint presentation.  This presentation will introduce how viruses attack our cells, how vaccines aid in combating the flu virus, and emphasize the importance of receiving a new flu shot each year.  The following class period should be spent doing the Mutating Viruses Activity.  In this activity, students will use the Mutating Viruses Worksheet to guide them through the process of DNA/RNA mutation. 
Handouts

· Mutating Viruses Worksheet 
Activity

Summary:

In this activity, students will understand what a mutation is, how mutations in virus genes occur, and the importance of receiving a new flu shot every year.  This hands-on activity will allow students to observe how mutations arise, what kinds of mutations are possible, and the effects of these mutations.

Materials: None.
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