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Lesson Summary:  Students will first choose which character, Annie or Arlis, they want to argue as for this activity.  After reviewing the facts and opinions of each character the students will write convincing testimonies from the view point of the chosen character.  The first testimony should include mostly convincing opinions and the second facts.  Students will then realize if it is more effective to sway people using facts or opinions.  


Subject: English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7 

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.
Materials:

· You Choose Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· After reviewing the facts and opinions from the PowerPoint slides, each student should chose which character, Annie or Arlis, they would like to focus on for this activity.  
· Once they have chosen a character, have each student list eight arguments used by the character to prove he/she was right in the story.  Next to each argument, have the students write either F for fact or O for opinion. 
· On a separate sheet of paper, students should write two arguments as if they are giving their testimony before a court to convince the jury that what he/she believes in the story is true.

· The first testimony should be the character’s testimony using mostly opinions to try to convince the jury.

· Remember that opinion can include convincing emotions, made up scenarios that might have happened, and "what if" statements.  

· The second testimony should rely entirely on facts and evidence. 

· After students have written their testimony the teacher can ask for two volunteers from both sides of the argument to present their testimony in front of the class.  

· Students should not know if the testimony is fact or opinion.  At the end of the testimony students can vote on whether it was factual or opinionated.  

· At the end students will complete the You Choose Worksheet about whether it is easier to convince people using opinions or facts.  

Assessment: The worksheets, at the end, can be turned into the teacher to see if students came up with the same outcomes.  Most students will probably find that it is easier to sound convincing with opinions but that they prefer to be convinced with facts.  
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Fact: Knowledge or information based on real occurrences.
· Negative testimony:  Testimony concerning what did not happen; especially: testimony concerning what one did not perceive.
· Opinion: A belief or conclusion held with confidence but not substantiated by positive knowledge or proof.
· Opinion testimony:  Testimony relaying opinion as opposed to direct knowledge of the facts at issue 
NOTE: Opinion testimony may be allowed in evidence when it helps the fact finder understand or determine the facts at issue. Such testimony by a lay witness must be rationally based on his or her perception. A qualified expert witness may also give opinion testimony. The expert's opinion may be based on facts or data that he or she perceives directly or of which he or she is made aware other than by direct perception at or before trial.
· Testimony: A declaration by a witness under oath, as that given before a court or deliberative body.  Proof.  
Lesson Extensions :
· Before having a few students read before the class, students could practice giving their testimony by reading it to a peer.  
· Also, a mock trial could be held in the classroom.  The teacher could place his or herself in the position of judge or have the classroom be the jury.  Have four students give their testimonies (two opinions and two facts—one for Annie and one for Arlis of each).  The class could then actually discuss and deliberate about which testimony was the most convincing.  A class vote may then be taken to determine the outcome. 
TEKS:

7.1 (C) Understand major ideas and evidence in a speech

7.2 (A) Interpret a speaker’s message, purposes and perspectives

7.2 (B) Identify a speaker’s persuasive techniques

7.2 (C) Distinguish between a speaker’s opinions and facts

7.2 (E) Compare perceptions of a speech

7.2 (F) Evaluate the content, credibility, and delivery of a speech

7.3 (B) Analyze a reading’s effects on listeners

7.3 (C) Analyze the effects of language

7.5 (B) Demonstrate effective communication skills

7.5 (F) Clarify and support spoken ideas

7.10 (E) Use the text’s structure to locate and recall information

7.10 (H) Draw inferences and support them with the text

7.10 (I) Find similarities and differences across texts 

7.10 (J) Distinguish fact and opinion in various texts

7.10 (L) Represent text information in various ways

7.11 (B) Interpret text ideas through varied means

7.12 (A) Identify the purposes of different types of texts

7.12 (F) Analyze characters in texts

7.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas

7.15 (B) Write to influence

7.15 (C) Write to inform

7.15 (D) Write to entertain

7.19 (B) Respond constructively to others’ writings

7.19 (C) Evaluate how well personal writing achieves purposes
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