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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will learn about World War I through the use of propaganda.  Students will learn how to interpret and analyze current propaganda and propaganda from WWI.  Students will then use what they learned from their analysis of propaganda to make their own propaganda poster about issues prevalent during WWI.

Subject: 

Social Studies: Civic Ideals and Practices, Power Authority and Governance
English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts


Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials:

· Bristle Board or Manila Tag (enough pieces for approximately six groups) 

· Markers, paints, colored pencils, and crayons
· Examples of Propaganda Posters you can find from textbooks or other sources 

Lesson Plan: 
· Begin with the introduction to review with the class the ways in which government has influenced the population, volunteerism, women at work, and conscription, etc.  All of these were supported by propaganda.
· Develop a definition of Propaganda on the board.  Have students copy the definition into their notes. 

· Provide a brief explanation of propaganda and how it is used.  Begin with some modern day examples such as various forms of advertising on TV, radio, and printed newspapers and magazines. Compare today's examples of propaganda to how propaganda was used in WWI. (e.g. bonds, volunteerism, women at work). Discuss who it benefited, and how it was an effective tool. 

· Write the following directions on the board or chart paper.  Divide the class into six groups to brainstorm about a propaganda poster of their own.

· Subjects to suggest include recycling, saving the rainforest, global warming, protecting pandas, or any other topic one feels strongly about.  Also, it may be fun to brainstorm other ideas for propaganda posters with your students.

· Allow students to work in groups to design their posters with the given materials.  On the back of their poster, students should work in their groups to list three examples for each of the following:
· Reasons this poster would have been used 

· Places it might have been displayed 

· People it would effect 

· Potential effects it is designed to have. 

· Upon completion of their propaganda posters, have the students write a brief paragraph about their poster, including their part in developing it. 
Assessment: Read each student’s self-evaluation paragraph about the development and creation of his or her propaganda poster.  Grade each group’s poster on its design, creativity, and neatness.  Also, check that the examples written on the back of the poster about places it would be displayed, people it would effect, and reasons for displaying the poster are accurate and realistic.
Background & Concepts for Teachers:
· When America went to war in 1917, the United States government attempted to mobilize all aspects of society in support of the effort.  Patriotic propaganda on the home front combined with economic controls over essential resources was used to bring government into the lives of citizens to an unprecedented extent.  Conservation, along with increased production of foodstuffs, was urged upon Americans, including Alabamians, as the surest means of defeating the enemies of democracy. Food prices were set and home "Victory Gardens" were encouraged by the government intent on supplying Allied troops even as manpower was siphoned off the farms to fill the ranks of the military and industry. Women and children of both races were exhorted to enlist to do battle for the cause on the home front.

· Propaganda designers have been putting messages into television commercials, news programs, magazine ads, and other things we read and see for years. These messages have been carefully designed to influence our opinions, emotions, attitudes and behavior. Their purpose is to persuade us to believe in something or to do something that we would not normally believe or do.

Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Propaganda: The systematic propagation of a doctrine or cause or of information reflecting the views and interests of those advocating such a doctrine or cause 

References:
· http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ww1/lesson4/index.html
· http://dailylife.greenwood.com/teacher/activity.asp?id=DLO_WHM_SE_L25
· http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/usa.htm
· http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ww1/lesson4/index.html
TEKS:

7.21 (B) Analyze information using various methods

7.21 (C) Organize and interpret information from various sources

7.21 (D) Identify points of view from the historical context and frame of reference

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information
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