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Lesson Summary: Students will first learn how to write a Newspaper article and then practice writing one based on their personal views of the outcome in the Annie and Arlis debate.  


Subject: English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, Student Research, English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7 

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.
Materials: None.
· (OPTIONAL)  Construction Paper

· (OPTIONAL)  Markers and Crayons

· (OPTIONAL)  Glue
· Newspaper Outline Worksheet
· Newspaper Template
· Newspaper Evaluation Worksheet (optional)
Lesson Plan: 
· After reviewing the PowerPoint slides, students will begin writing their own newspaper articles.  Have students brainstorm about what stance to take by asking the following questions to generate thought and discussion:
· What are some conclusions you might draw about Annie and Arlis now that you have read the end of the story?
· What were Annie and Arlis’ motives behind their strange behavior throughout the story?  
· Would you exonerate Annie?
· To begin the newspaper article students might need to go over the Vocabulary/ Definitions provided below and then start by filling out the Newspaper Worksheet.  
· Once students have made a basic outline for their newspaper article using the worksheet they can begin to write their own article.  

· Students can choose to either simply write their article or format a piece of paper to make it look like the front page of a newspaper using the newspaper template worksheet and include pictures or anything else creative that they might feel will enhance their newspaper article.  
Assessment: The teacher can have students trade their newspaper articles with one another and fill out the newspaper evaluation worksheet and then turn in a final draft, the outline worksheet, the evaluation worksheets and their rough draft.  
Background & Concepts for Teachers:
· Teachers should understand and emphasize the difference between a newspaper article and a regular paper- this can include reviewing vocabulary used in a newspaper article or going over the Newspaper Worksheet with the students to make sure they understand. 
Vocabulary / Definitions: 
· 5 W's: Who, What, When, Where, Why (and sometimes How) 
· Background Information: This section will include several brief paragraphs explaining events leading up to the story, related national stories, etc. 

· Byline: By, your name.

· Exonerate: to free from blame, responsibility or obligation.

· Explanation and Amplification: This section will include several brief paragraphs explaining the details surrounding your story.

· Headline: An attention getting phrase at the top of the article.

· Inverted pyramid: This means that articles should be written with the most important information first and the least important last.
· Lead Paragraph: Start with a strong, interesting sentence to get the reader engaged. Include the who, what, when, where, why, and how as appropriate.


References:
· http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/handouts/broadcast_news/news_article_formula.cfm
· http://www.galaxy.bedfordshire.gov.uk/webingres/bedfordshire/vlib/0.children_teenagers/vhc_how_newspaper.htm
· http://www.bfi.org.uk/education/teaching/schemesofwork/download/newspaper_wksheets_how_to_write_a_newspaper_article.rtf 

· http://www.ccsd.edu/Link/LMS/RocklandRev/newspaper.htm 
TEKS:

7.5 (B) Demonstrate effective communication skills

7.10 (E) Use the text’s structure to locate and recall information

7.10 (G) Paraphrase and summarize text

7.10 (H) Draw inferences and support them with the text

7.10 (L) Represent text information in various ways

7.11 (A) Offer observations, connections, and questions in response to the text

7.11 (B) Interpret text ideas through varied means

7.12 (F) Analyze characters in texts

7.12 (G) Recognize and analyze story plot, setting, and problem resolution

7.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas

7.15 (B) Write to influence

7.15 (C) Write to inform

7.15 (D) Write to entertain

7.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts
7.18 (A) Generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies

7.18 (B) Developing drafts by categorizing ideas into paragraphs and papers
(OPTIONAL):  Anything the students might want to add to make their newspaper article look more realistic and creative.  
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