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Objectives
· Solve word problems involving velocity and rates.
· Combine measurement, geometry, graphing and problem solving skills in a hands-on activity.
Lesson Overview
This lesson should take about one class period.  The teacher should first present the Math 1 PowerPoint, in which the students will work on solving “per”-type word problems involving velocity and rates.  Then in the activity, students will build paper parachutes, drop them and time the drops, and then examine the relationship of surface area to drop speed, completing the Paper Parachutes Worksheet in the process.  
Handouts 
· Paper Parachutes Worksheet
Activity
Summary:
In this activity students will create parachutes of different shapes and sizes out of paper to drop paperclip passengers.  They will time the drops and use the results to examine the relationship between surface area and drop speed.

Materials: 

· paperclips or some other light weights

· string

· scissors

· paper

· tape

· meter sticks

· stopwatches
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