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Use the population data for the nearest year for all calculations.

Notice that the numbers for population are given in thousands.

It may be easier to write many of the numbers you calculate in scientific notation.

1. During the flu epidemic of 1918, about 35 million people died from influenza worldwide and 675,000 died in the United States.  The world population in 1918 was estimated to be 1.8 billion people, and the United States population was 105 million.  __________% of the world’s population and __________% of the United States population died from influenza in 1918.

2. Since 1979, which year has had the most deaths from influenza? _________

In that year, ___________% of people in the United States died from the flu.

How many times more was the percentage of people who died from influenza in the United States in 1918 than in that year? ________________

What could explain this drop in percentage of deaths over time? 

3. Explain some trends you see in Table 2.  (Do age and/or sex seem to make a difference in the number of deaths due to influenza?) 
4. In 1999, there were __________ total deaths from the flu.  __________ of these were women, and __________ were men.  __________% of the deaths from the flu were women.

5. In 2000, __________% of the US population over 65 died from influenza, accounting for __________% of the total influenza deaths that year.
6. The mean number of total influenza deaths per year from 1979 to 2001 is __________, while the mean U.S. total population from 1980 to 2000 is __________.  This makes the average percent of the population that died from influenza yearly over these years about __________%.
7. Come up with two more percentages or other evaluations of data in the tables, or you may also look up some other data about the flu or population and come up with evaluations of it. 

8. Make a line graph with the number of deaths from influenza in 1985 as the y-axis and the age group as the x-axis.  Plot the points using the 1985 flu deaths by age data from the second table in the Data Sheet.  Does your line agree with other trends you noticed in the worksheet?  Why or why not?
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