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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will research the history of the Spindletop oil well and the growth of the oil industry in Texas.  They will then create the front page of a newspaper from the early 1900s, when Spindletop became the first major oil well in Texas.  The paper will include two newspaper articles from the view of a reporter and an oil worker, and an advertisement from the perspective of a farmer who owns land around Spindletop. 

Subject: 

Social Studies: Science Technology and Society
English: Student Research
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7
· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period, plus additional time outside of class to write and create their newspaper


Materials:

· Internet access

· Spindletop Oil Handout
Lesson Plan: 
· The teacher should explain to students the importance of oil in Texas, and give a brief history of the Spindletop oil well.  Students should be encouraged to share any knowledge they might have about oil in Texas.  
· Each student will create the front page of a newspaper from the early 1900s dedicated to the Spindletop oil discovery.  They will need to do some individual research in order to write convincing articles, using online resources and books if necessary.  
· There are four main things that students need to include in their newspaper:  

· Factual article - This article should be from the point of view of a reporter who witnesses the first huge gush of oil on January 10, 1901.  It should include factual information about Spindletop and its history to give an accurate report of the discovery.  It should include the who, what, when, where, and how.  This article should be about 150 to 250 words in length.  
· Opinion article - This article should be from the point of view of one of the oil workers at the Spindletop oil well.  Students should relate how life changed after the oil discovery, as well as any benefits or drawbacks.  They should come to a firm opinion about the oil well and the people that run it.  Students can be a little creative with this section.  Since it is an opinion article, it is okay for them to hold either a positive or a negative view; however, they need to have evidence and a personal account from the oil worker to back it up.  This article should be about 100 to 200 words in length.
· Advertisement - Students should make an ad from the point of view of a farmer wanting to sell his land near the Spindletop oil well.  Land around Spindletop became very valuable after the oil discovery.  Students should be creative with this part; the thought is to make something catchy in order to sell the land at a top price.  
· Picture - Students should include at least one picture of the Spindletop oil well or something related to their articles. 

· Look at several newspapers to get the students familiar with what the front page of a newspaper should look like.  Discuss what is important in a newspaper article.  

· In their assignment the students will need to include the name of their newspaper and a relevant date of publication.  Each article that they write should have a title.  Students can use whatever format they want when designing their newspaper.  They can create the newspaper on a computer, or they can cut and paste articles to make a complete page.  The two articles, advertisement, and picture should basically take up one full page.  Students should follow the handout to make sure that they meet all of the requirements.
· The completion of this activity should be a homework assignment.  Time can be set aside in class for students to do research in the library or computer lab, but students should write and design their newspaper at home. 
Assessment: Students should be graded on the content of their articles, the overall appearance of their newspaper, and creativity.  A rubric would be great to help in the grading of these things.
Lesson Extensions:

· As extra credit or an alternate assignment, students could write more articles about the Spindletop oil well from different points of view.   

· As a second alternate assignment, students could work together in groups to create more pages to the newspaper.  These pages could include articles relating to the growth of the oil industry in Texas after Spindletop and transportation in the early 1900s.  

Background and Concepts for Teachers:

The Spindletop oilfield, discovered on a salt dome formation south of Beaumont in eastern Jefferson County on January 10, 1901, marked the birth of the modern petroleum industry.  By September 1901 there were at least six successful wells on Gladys City Company lands. Wild speculation drove land prices around Spindletop to incredible heights. One man who had been trying to sell his tract there for $150 for three years sold his land for $20,000; the buyer promptly sold to another investor within fifteen minutes for $50,000. One well, representing an initial investment of under $10,000, was sold for $1,250,000. Beaumont's population rose from 10,000 to 50,000. Legal entanglements and multimillion-dollar deals became almost commonplace. An estimated $235 million had been invested in oil that year in Texas; while some had made fortunes, others lost everything.
The discovery of the Spindletop oilfield had an almost incalculable effect on world history, as well as Texas history. Eager to find similar deposits, investors spent billions of dollars throughout the Lone Star state in search of oil and natural gas. The cheap fuel they found helped to revolutionize American transportation and industry. Storage facilities, pipelines, and major refining units were built in the Beaumont, Port Arthur, Sabine Pass, and Orange areas around Spindletop. By 1902 there were more than 500 Texas corporations doing business in Beaumont. Many of the major oil companies were born at Spindletop or grew to major corporate size as a result of their involvement at Spindletop.

Before Spindletop, oil was used mainly for lamps and lubrication - after Spindletop, petroleum would be used as a major fuel for such new inventions as the airplane and automobile. Ships and trains that had previously run on the power of coal, now began to switch to oil, becoming convinced that there would be no shortage of the fuel anytime soon. As an example, the Santa Fe Railroad went from only one oil-driven locomotive in 1901 to two hundred and twenty-seven in 1905. 

References:
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/SS/dos3.html
· http://www.priweb.org/ed/pgws/history/spindletop/spindletop.html
· http://www.aapg.org/explorer/special/spIndletop.html
· http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/OO/doogz.html
TEKS:
Social Studies
7.20 (C) Analyze the effects of discoveries on the developments of Texas
7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information
English
7.13 (C) Use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research

7.13 (I) Present organized statements, reports, and speeches using visual aids

7.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas

7.24 (A) Select, organize, or produce visuals to complement and extend meaning
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