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· Learn about and understand the history and discovery of the Spindletop oil well.
· Recognize the growth of the oil industry in Texas and worldwide since the Spindletop discovery.
· Create a newspaper article containing factual and opinionated articles about Spindletop.
Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about two class periods.  The teacher should first present the Social Studies 2 PowerPoint over oil and transportation in Texas in the early 1900s.  In the activity, students will research the oil discovery at Spindletop in 1901 and create the front page of a newspaper with articles about Spindletop. They will use the handout to make sure that they include all of the necessary points in their newspaper.  
Handouts

· Spindletop Oil Handout
Activity

Summary:

In this activity, students will research the history of the Spindletop oil well and the growth of the oil industry in Texas.  Each student will write two newspaper articles from the point of view of a reporter and an oil worker, and an advertisement from the point of view of a farmer who owns land around Spindletop.

Materials:
· Internet access
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