Ology-ology
Researching the Importance of Various Fields of Studies


Activity Summary: 
This activity will aid students in researching and informing one another of various and possibly even obscure fields of study.  Students will incorporate science, English and social studies concepts into their projects.  Exposure to the various areas of study and endless types of jobs and careers available to the students will help in developing their long-term goals as well.

 
Subject: 

Science: Science as Inquiry, Science and Technology, Science in Personal and Social Perspectives 

English: Student Research
Technology: Basic Operations and Concepts, Technology Research Tools
Grade Level: 

Target Grade: 6
Upper Bound: 7
Lower Bound: 5
Time Required: 10-15 minutes in class, up to 4 hours outside of class.

Activity Team/Group Size: Individual Work (1 student groups) 

Reusable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $0

Expendable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $0 
Authors: 
Undergraduate Fellow Name: Ekta Saheba

Graduate Fellow Name: Laura Oehler
Teacher Mentor Name: 
Date Submitted: 
Date Last Edited: April 6, 2005

Parent Lesson Plan(s): 

This activity was created as a supplement to the PEER 6th grade curriculum module “The Kiss of the Assassin,” but can easily stand alone.

Activity Plan:
The teacher will, at random, assign a various field of study to each student.  Listed below are possible fields to use.

· Zoology

· Astrology

· Bubbleology

· Metrology
· Mineralogy

· Genealogy

· Entomology

· Ornithology
· Paleontology

· Geology

· Anthropology
· Oceanology
· Kinesiology

· Meteorology
· Dermatology

· Egyptology

· Volcanology

· Phonology
· Pharmacology

· Immunology

· Morphology

· Toxicology

· Radiology

· Podology

· Virology

· Ethology

· Etiology
· Ecology

· Archeology

· Oncology

· Oenology

· Mycology
· Areology

· Orology
· Otology
· Ufology
· Oology
· Sinology
· Logology

· Penology

· Lithology
· Selenology
Each student will research the following aspects of their field and incorporate their answers into an essay.
· What does the field of study encompass?
· Explain what the root and suffix mean and their origin.

· Describe and explain the field of study.

· What are three closely related fields of study?  What are some subject areas that may be overlapped by each related field with the assigned field?

· What is a recent break-through that has occurred in your assigned field of study?
· How does the field of study benefit academia?

Assessment: 

The teacher will be reading the written essays to observe what each student grasped from their research.
Learning Objectives: 

English:
6.6 (C) Locate words using dictionaries, glossaries and other sources

6.8 (B) Select various sources to read

6.9 (D) Determine meanings of words through knowledge of roots and affixes

6.13 (B) Use text organizers to locate and organize information

6.13 (C) Use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research

6.13 (E) Summarize and organize information from multiple sources 

6.13 (F) Produce research projects and reports in effective formats

6.13 (G) Draw conclusions from information gathered from multiple sources

6.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas 

6.15 (C) Write to inform

6.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts
6.17 (F) Employ standard English usage in writing.

6.18 (F) Use technology for creating, revising, editing, and publishing texts

6.20 (C) Take notes from relevant and authoritative sources

6.20 (D) Summarize and organize ideas from multiple sources

6.20 (G) Follow accepted formats for writing research papers

Technology:
6-8.6 (C) Demonstrate the ability to thoroughly cite electronic information

6-8.7 (A) Plan, create, and edit documents created with a word processor

Background & Concepts for Teachers:
As students progress through school, they are sometimes limited to popular areas of study.  Students who have odd, or atypical areas of interest are many times at a loss because of a lack of exposure to these fields of studies or any career opportunities available incorporating their interests.  Most people have heard of biology, and zoology, but not selenology and ornithology.  This activity is designed to allow students to research more obscure career fields in order to open their minds and expand their horizons.
Materials List: 
The only materials needed are books and/or the internet for research purposes.
Activity Extensions:
The teacher can ask for students to give a quick presentation to the class on their findings (about 5-10 minutes each).  This will lengthen the total time spent in class on this project.
