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Lesson Summary: A skeleton made of dry pasta pieces can be an eerie, but educational, project for kids. Using a piece of black construction paper, you can glue the pasta pieces down to make the different body parts. This is an ideal art or science craft around Halloween time. Have kids write in the different parts of the body the pasta is representing.

Grade Level: 7th     Time Required: One class period.
Materials:
· Black construction paper (normal 8 in by 11 in or cut to fit)
· Scissors

· Glue

· Dry Fettuccine Piece (per student)

· Dry Bowtie Piece (per student)

· 7 Pieces Dry Elbow Macaroni (per student)

· 2 Pieces Dry Rotini (per student)

· 2 Pieces Dry Penne (per student)

Activity Cost: around $10.65 (cost breakdown in lesson plan) 
Activity Introduction/Preparation: This activity was adapted from Lauren Krotosky’s eHow activity on How to Make a Human Skeleton Model Using Pasta seen here: http://www.ehow.com/how_12039762_make-human-skeleton-model-using-pasta.html 
You can have students get creative and create their own pasta skeleton from pieces they see fit or use the original instructions from the website, listed below. 

Activity Instructions: 
· Pass out pieces of the black construction paper to each student or to a pair of students. 
· Have the students cut a piece of dry fettucine to a 3 inch long piece and glue it vertically at the center of the paper, making the spine. 
· Have them glue a piece of dry bowtie pasta under the fettucine with the pieces making the pelvis. 

· Next, they glue two pieces of dry elbow macaroni at the top of the fettucine with the pieces making a circular shape to make the skull. 

· Have the students glue a piece of dry rotini pasta at either side of the fettucine, just under the skull to serve as arms.

· Next, they must glue three pieces of elbow macaroni horizontally along the fettucine spine, making ribs.

· Have them glue two pieces of dry penne under the bowtie pelvis for legs. 

· Last, they must glue dry elbow macaroni at the bottom of each penne piece for feet. 

After the skeletons have dried have students fill out the questions. 

Activity Instructions: 
· Cut a piece of dry fettucine to a 3 inch long piece and glue it vertically at the center of the paper, making the spine. 

· Glue a piece of dry bowtie pasta under the fettucine with the pieces making the pelvis. 

· Next, glue two pieces of dry elbow macaroni at the top of the fettucine with the pieces making a circular shape to make the skull. 

· Glue a piece of dry rotini pasta at either side of the fettucine, just under the skull to serve as arms.

· Next, glue three pieces of elbow macaroni horizontally along the fettucine spine, making ribs.

· Glue two pieces of dry penne under the bowtie pelvis for legs. 

· Last, glue dry elbow macaroni at the bottom of each penne piece for feet. 

Questions:
1. What parts of your pasta skeleton are parts of the axial skeleton?

______________________________________________________________________________

2. What parts of your pasta skeleton are parts of the appendicular skeleton?

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Define ligament: ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Define tendon: _______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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