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· Explore the concepts of carbon dating and half life to learn about the use of math in archaeology.
· Practice graphing and graph analysis skills.
Lesson Overview
This lesson should take approximately one to two class periods, depending on how quickly the students work.  The teacher should first run through the Math 6 PowerPoint with the class.  This presentation goes though the math processes used in the concept of carbon dating and radioactive decay.  The students will then participate in an activity (Activity Plan) in which they will use the Half-Life Worksheet to practice graphing skills and use half-life properties to determine the age of different “fossils” for which they have graphed data.
Handouts
· Half-Life Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

In the activity, students will create graphs of the amount of radioactive matter in fossils, and examine the graphs to determine information about the half life of the material and the age of the fossils.
Materials:
· Graph Paper
· Colored Pencils
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