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In this activity, students will use internet travel sites to plan a one week trip to a foreign country, and convert their costs to the currency their destination country uses.  This activity will reinforce skills in rate conversion and multiplication and addition of decimals.

Subject: 

Math: Numbers and Operations

Grade Level: 

Target Grade: 6

Upper Bound: 7

Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period

Materials:

· Exchange Rates Worksheet
· Computers with internet access will provide the most easily accessible information for the students to use, but travel brochures/magazines, and/or newspaper ads containing travel information may also be useful

Lesson Plan:
· To introduce this activity, first explain the concept of exchange rates to make sure the students are familiar with it.  Explain that the rates change over time depending on the value of a country's currency in comparison to other countries.  
· Then, discuss the planning that goes into taking a trip overseas.  Airline tickets, lodging, food and entertainment must all be taken into account.  When Americans travel overseas, they must also convert their U.S. Dollars to the native currency of the country they are traveling to.  Of course, travelers might pay for some things in American dollars, such as their plane ticket, etc., but for this activity all expenses will be calculated in the foreign currency.
· The Exchange Rates Worksheet should be given to the students.  This worksheet consists of some preliminary questions and a table to record all the prices they find.  The procedure listed below will guide students through this activity.  However, it would be much easier for the students if the teacher would go through the steps first and then show them visually on a projector.  
· The procedure below can also be printed out and placed on an overhead or distributed individually to help remind the students of the process. 
· Allow the students to select the city to travel to and the time frame for the trip.  The only requirement is that the city must be in a foreign country, but large and popular cities for tourism will have more information available.  The trip can start any time in the near future, but should last one week.  They should record this in question 1 of the worksheet.  

· For question 2, allow the students to visit http://www.oanda.com/convert/classic to fill the current exchange rate for the destination country’s currency.

· How to use the currency converter site:

1. You should see the screen below.  The language should be automatically set to English as well as the present date.  On the left scroll menu (Arrow A), choose the US Dollar.  On the right scroll menu (Arrow B), choose their destination site.  Then click on [image: image1.png]
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2. The following screen should show something like the following example.  Use this information to fill in lines 2a) and 2b) of the worksheet.
1 US Dollar = 7.46590 Andorran Franc 
1 Andorran Franc (ADF) = 0.13394 US Dollar (USD)


· To fill out part the travel category of the table on the worksheet, use internet sites such as priceline.com or other travel sits to come up with prices for airfare and lodging in US Dollars.  The students should then convert these prices to the destination’s currency using previous information.  

· How to use Priceline.com:
1. Click on either the flights or hotel tab.  

2. Fill in the information required.  Then click on Next.  The site will guide to their listing of available flights or hotels.  Students can then choose the best priced travel items to fill in their table.
· Use internet sites such as frommers.com/destinations or other sources to come up with prices for food and attractions to visit on your trip.  Record all this information in 4a and 4b of the table.  
· How to use Frommers.com:
1. Enter in the destination name in the box labeled A, and then click on[image: image3.png]
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2. The site will return a page with the following information.  Click on “Restaurants.”  Look at the listings to come up with a reasonable average price for a meal in the city and multiply this by (3 meals/day)*(7 days) to find the total food cost for the trip. If the price is listed in US Dollars, write this in the dollars column and convert it to the destination’s currency.  If the price is given in the destination’s currency, convert it to dollars.  If BOTH currencies are listed, use the US Dollars one and convert it using the up-to-date exchange rate you found since exchange rates can change over time. 
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3. Go back to the page from step 2, and then click on “Attractions.” Find 2-5 attractions from the listing to visit during the trip, and list the names and prices on the table.  Convert these prices like for the restaurants.  Then, add the prices to find a total attraction cost in each currency.
· For question 5, find the total cost for the trip in each currency by adding up the bold boxes in each column.

· Check that the total costs are the same by multiplying the total in US Dollars by the exchange rate.  This number goes in the first blank for question 6.  Then answer the last question to check all conversions were correctly done.

Assessment: 

The teacher should check over the calculations to make sure the student used the correct method for converting the currencies.  Of course, each student will have a different currency and/or different prices, so there are no standard answers, but a good benchmark would be to make sure the total cost for each currency are equivalent after conversion (step 6 on the worksheet) since if the final value is correct, the intermediate calculations are most likely correct.
Safety Issues:
Of course, when students use the internet, it is very important to monitor their use to ensure that only valid and appropriate websites are being visited. 

Lesson Extensions:
· For a less independent activity, this activity could be done as an entire class, with the teacher leading the class through the activity and guided by the students, visiting the websites to find prices, allowing the students to perform the calculations and vote to decide on the details of the trip.  Then once a price per student is calculated, the students could calculate how much the trip would cost for the entire class.
References:

· www.priceline.com
· www.frommers.com/destinations
· http://www.oanda.com/convert/classic
TEKS:

6.2 (B) Use addition and subtraction in problems with fractions and decimals

6.2 (C) Use multiplication and division in problems with equal ratios and rates

6.1 (B) Generate equivalent forms of numbers

6.4 (A) Represent proportions and conversions using tables and symbols 

6.11 (A) Identify and apply mathematics to everyday experiences 
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To fill out part 4A of the table





To fill out part 4B of the table
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