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[image: image1.wmf]Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will use resources available to them either on the internet or in the library to perform research about a given country.  The students will have certain required information they need to find, but they will also be free to include other things that might be interesting.  The students will turn in an outline of their research and present their findings to classmates in a 3-5 minute presentation.


Subject: Social Studies, English
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade:  6
· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: Two to three class periods

Materials:  
· access to research materials in the library and/or online, a few online sources for basic information about countries are given below.
· Worksheet
Lesson Plan:
· Students will choose a country other than Peru to research (alternatively, teacher could assign countries to students).  A list of countries can be found on the last page of this activity plan; there are blanks for students to sign up for a country.  It should be fine if 2 students choose the same country, but no more than that, as there may be limited research materials and a variety of presentations should be desired.
· After choosing a country, using the information given in the Peru presentation as an example, students will find information in the six given areas:
· History
· Government
· People
· Economy
· Geography 
· Interesting Facts/Current Events
· The students will create an outline of all the information and may want to print out a map of the country or other diagrams as visual aids for their presentation.  The students should document their sources and attach the bibliography to their outline; however, this should not be an extensive research project, so the students should just try to find basic information from 3-5 sources covering each of the topic areas.
· After all the research has been done (1-2 class periods), the students will give their presentations, which should last 3-5 minutes each.  Depending on the number of students and the time available, this could be done in small groups, with each member of the group presenting their findings to the other members, or they could present to the entire class.
Assessment: The teacher should observe the presentations to make sure the information presented seems to be accurate and appropriate.  After the presentations, the students will turn in their outlines, bibliographies, and any visual aids they might have used and the teacher should check the outlines to make sure that each of the 6 areas is covered.
Resources:

· https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
· http://www.countryreports.org/
TEKS: 
6.1 (A) Describe characteristics of societies resulting from historical events

6.1 (B) Analyze historical backgrounds to link past conflicts to current conditions

6.4 (A) Locate major historical and contemporary societies on globes and maps

6.4 (D) Explain the geographic factors responsible for places of economic activity

6.15 (A) Define concepts of culture and culture regions

6.15 (B) Describe traits that define cultures

6.15 (C) Analyze similarities and differences among world societies

6.15 (D) Identify and explain examples of conflict and cooperation in societies

6.16 (A) Identify institutions basic to all societies

6.16 (B) Compare characteristics of institutions in various societies

6.17 (A) Explain aspects that link or separate cultures and societies

6.17 (B) Explain the impact of political boundaries that cut across culture regions

6.17 (C) Analyze how culture traits spread

6.18 (B) Relate ways that current cultural expressions are influenced by the past

English TEKS:
6.1 (C) Understand major ideas and evidence in a speech

6.2 (F) Evaluate the content, credibility, and delivery of a speech

6.4 (A) Connecting own experiences, information, and ideas with others 

6.5 (B) Demonstrate effective communication skills

6.13 (A) Form and revise questions for investigations 

6.13 (B) Use text organizers to locate and organize information

6.13 (C) Use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research

6.13 (D) Interpret and use graphic sources of information to answer questions

6.13 (E) Summarize and organize information from multiple sources 

6.13 (F) Produce research projects and reports in effective formats

6.13 (G) Draw conclusions from information gathered from multiple sources

6.13 (H) Use compiled information and knowledge to raise additional questions

6.13 (I) Present organized statements, reports, and speeches using visual aids 
	__________ Afghanistan

__________ Albania

__________ Algeria

__________ Angola

__________ Argentina

__________ Armenia

__________ Australia

__________ Austria

__________ Azerbaijan

__________ Bahamas, The

__________ Bahrain

__________ Bangladesh

__________ Barbados

__________ Belarus

__________ Belgium

__________ Belize

__________ Bermuda

__________ Bhutan

__________ Bolivia

__________ Botswana

__________ Brazil

__________ Brunei

__________ Bulgaria

__________ Burkina Faso

__________ Burma

__________ Burundi

__________ Cambodia

__________ Cameroon

__________ Canada

__________ Chad

__________ Chile

__________ China

__________ Colombia

__________ Comoros

__________ Congo

__________ Costa Rica

__________ Cote d'Ivoire

__________ Croatia

__________ Cuba

__________ Cyprus

__________ Czech Rep.

__________ Denmark
__________ Dominican Rep. __________ Ecuador

__________ Egypt

__________ El Salvador

__________ Estonia

__________ Ethiopia
__________ Fiji

__________ Finland
__________ France

__________ French Guiana
	__________ Gabon

__________ Gambia
__________ Germany

__________ Ghana

__________ Greece

__________ Greenland

__________ Guatemala

__________ Guinea

__________ Guyana

__________ Haiti

__________ Honduras

__________ Hungary

__________ Iceland

__________ India

__________ Indonesia

__________ Iran

__________ Iraq

__________ Ireland

__________ Israel

__________ Italy

__________ Jamaica

__________ Japan

__________ Jordan

__________ Kazakhstan

__________ Kenya

__________ Korea, North

__________ Korea, South

__________ Kuwait

__________ Laos

__________ Latvia

__________ Lebanon

__________ Liberia

__________ Libya

__________ Lithuania

__________ Macedonia

__________ Madagascar

__________ Malaysia

__________ Mexico

__________ Monaco

__________ Mongolia

__________ Morocco

__________ Mozambique

__________ Namibia

__________ Nepal

__________ Netherlands

__________ New Zealand

__________ Nicaragua

__________ Niger

__________ Nigeria

__________ Norway

__________ Oman
__________ Pakistan


	__________ Panama

__________ Paraguay

__________ Philippines

__________ Poland

__________ Portugal

__________ Puerto Rico

__________ Qatar

__________ Romania

__________ Russia

__________ Rwanda

__________ Saudi Arabia

__________ Senegal

__________ Serbia and Montenegro

__________ Singapore

__________ Slovakia

__________ Slovenia

__________ Somalia

__________ South Africa

__________ Spain

__________ Sri Lanka

__________ Sudan

__________ Suriname

__________ Sweden

__________ Switzerland

__________ Syria
__________ Taiwan

__________ Tajikistan

__________ Tanzania

__________ Thailand

__________ Trinidad and Tobago

__________ Tunisia

__________ Turkey

__________ Turkmenistan

__________ Uganda

__________ Ukraine

__________ United Arab Emirates

__________ United Kingdom

__________ Uruguay

__________ Uzbekistan

__________ Venezuela

__________ Vietnam

__________ Yemen

__________ Zambia

__________ Zimbabwe
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