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Lesson Summary: 
[image: image1.wmf]In this activity, students will explore latitude, longitude, and absolute locations for various cities in Peru.  They will use a map to estimate absolute locations and to match latitude and longitude coordinates with specific cities.


Subject: 
Social Studies: Latitude, longitude, and absolute location

Grade Level:
Target Grade:  6th


Time Required: 
One class period

Materials:
· Scissors

· 1 cup for each group or individual

· Absolute Location Worksheet

· 
Absolute Location Handout
Lesson Plan: 

The activity can be accomplished in groups of two or individually.
· Have students cut out the individual squares of cities and absolute location coordinates found on the Absolute Location Handout.
· Give each student or group of two a cup and have them put the cut-out squares in the cup.
· Distribute a copy of the Absolute Location Worksheet to each student. 

· Students draw one square out of the cup.  If it is the name of a city in Peru, they must use the map on the worksheet to estimate the latitude and longitude.  If it is an absolute location, they 
must match the coordinates to a city on the map.  Record everything on the Absolute Location Worksheet.
· Next, students need to circle the name of the city on the map and label it with a 1.  This should 
be continued for each city they locate (the next city should be labeled with a 2, etc.).

· Students should continue to pick cities or coordinates out of the cup until they have located 5 different cities and found the direction to the next city from the previous one, following the worksheet.

Assessment: 
Students should complete the Absolute Location Worksheet.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 
· Latitude - The angular distance north or south of the earth's equator, measured in degrees along a meridian, as on a map or globe
· Longitude - Angular distance on the earth's surface, measured east or west from the prime meridian at Greenwich, England, to the meridian passing through a position, expressed in degrees
· Absolute location - The global address (both latitude and longitude) of a location
TEKS:

6.21 (B) Analyze information using various methods

6.21 (C) Organizing and interpreting information

6.21 (F) Using math skills to interpret social studies information

6.22 (A) Using social studies terminology correctly

6.3 (C) Compare regions using data from maps, charts, models, and databases
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