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Lesson Summary:  In this lesson, students will not only practice adding, multiplying, and dividing with decimals, but they will see the use of decimals in the real world.  This activity is designed to excite students about working with decimals!


Subject: 

Math: Adding, Multiplying, and Dividing Decimals
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 7
· Lower Bound: 5
Time Required: One class period.

Materials:

· Pick Your Car Power Point 
· Pick Your Car Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Divide the students into pairs and help introduce this lesson in an exciting way.  The instructor might explain that we are going to look at some really "hot" cars, or something to that effect to capture the student's interest.  Also, set the "mood" for the first few slides of the power point by turning off the lights as the instructor strolls through the pictures of the cars.
· Explain to the students that you will be showing them the pictures of the cars two times.  The first time they are just to look at the pictures (and ooh and ahh).  But the second time the student and their partner are to select which car they want to purchase.  (At this point the students will begin getting very excited about purchasing a car!)

· Hand out the worksheets (1 per student).

· Now, ask the students how many years do they want to have their car paid off in.  Keep letting the students respond with different numbers and tease them about their answers, until someone says "Five!"  The numbers that they will be figuring are made to be easily divisible by 5 years (or 60 months since we will be working with months instead of years).
· Have the students answer question 1 on the worksheet.

· Now, proceed to slide 9 on the power point.

· Discuss this slide and have the students answer question 2 on their worksheet.  Many of them will not realize the conversion they must make from months to years.  So, let them work briefly on the problem before bringing up this point.

· Proceed to slide 10 and have students answer question 3 on their worksheet.

· Now, show the students slide 11 and have them figure how much money they will spend to fill up their car one time (question 4 on their worksheet).

· Assuming they fill their cars up four times in one month, ask the students how much money they will spend on gasoline in one month (question 5 on their worksheet).

· Go to slide 12 and joke with the kids about insurance being higher for men than women.  Then have the students record the amount of money they will spend on insurance each month under question 6 on their worksheets.

· Finally go to slide 13 and have the students find out the total amount of money they will be spending each month on their cars.  This is question 7 on their worksheet.

· At this point you might conclude the lesson by asking the students to share their answers on how much they will be spending on their cars per month, and then discuss which car seems to be the best choice and why.

· Lastly, ask the students how they expect to pay for their car!

Assessment: The teacher can assess the student’s understanding of the activity by reviewing their Pick Your Car Worksheets to see if they got reasonable answers.
TEKS:

6.2 (B): use addition and subtraction to solve problem involving fractions and decimals

6.2 (D): estimate and round to approximate reasonable results and to solve problems where exact answers are not required.

6.11 (A): identify and apply mathematics to everyday experiences, to activities in and outside of school, with other disciplines, and with other mathematical topics;
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