War of the Worlds!!!
A Radio Play
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Subject: 

Social Studies: Culture, Time Continuity and Change, Power Authority and Governance, Production Distribution and Consumption, Science Technology and Society

English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, Syntactical Knowledge and Uses, Student Research

Technology: Technology Productivity Tools, Technology Communication Tools

Lesson Objective:  This activity will help demonstrate how radio plays work, the effect War of the Worlds had on radio listeners, and the power of the radio and public broadcast.    This lesson, though lengthy, covers many English TEKS and teaches students the process of producing a play.
Activity Summary: 
Radio plays were a popular form of entertainment in the 1930s.  However, in 1938, Orson Welles broadcast a play on alien men from Mars attacking Earth.  Listeners believed that the attack was actually happening and caused a national panic! Through this lesson, students will divide up work, and put together a complete play to visualize the events of the 1938 War of the Worlds radio broadcast.  The script that will be used for the play is an abridged version of the original broadcasted script combined with original material added in to simulate the audience listening to the radio broadcast and their reactions.

Materials List:
Materials can be obtained at a local hobby or general store (such as Hobby Lobby or Wal-Mart.)

Computers with internet access for research purposes
· Various lengths of cloth (about 4 different pieces, each about 2 meters long in length)

· Poster board

· Tape

· Glue

· Scissors

· Markers
Multimedia Support and Attachments:
Template for Writer’s Script
Task Checklists
Assessment Worksheet
Grade Level: 

Target Grade: 7
Upper Bound: 9
Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: ~5 days, 1 hour each day

Activity Team/Group Size: Entire class

Reusable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $0 

Expendable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $7

Authors: 
Graduate Fellow Name: 
Teacher Mentor Name: 
Date Submitted: 
Date Last Edited: 

Parent Lesson Plan(s): 
This activity was created as a supplement to the PEER Curriculum 7th grade module “Raccoons, Robbers, and Radios”; however, it can easily stand alone.

Activity Introduction: 
In 1938, the War of the Worlds radio broadcast directed by Orson Wells and performed by the Mercury Theatre caused 1,200,000 of the approximately 6,000,000 listeners to believe the broadcast of the Martian invasion was real.  Radicals flocked to buses, trains, and police stations; prayed and sought refuge in churches; barricaded themselves within their homes; wrapped towels around their heads to ward off poison gas; and readied themselves for battle.  Many listeners thought that the extraterrestrials were the Germans, as they translated the idea into something that was within the realm of their day-to-day experience of the impending Second World War.
Play excerpts from the radio play website (http://www.radiolovers.com/) in the classroom to give students the background and an understanding of what this project will entail.
Motivation:
Just imagine:  It is 1938.  Millions of people are calling the police, loading their guns and rifles, packing up their cars to leave their homes, or families locking themselves in their houses and wearing metal pots and pans on their heads.  You call up your neighbor and ask ‘What’s going on?’  He replies ‘THEY ARE COMING!! SAVE YOURSELF!’

How many think this actually happened?  How many disagree?  In fact, in 1938 a national panic was created and all the events listed above actually did occur in response to a radio play about an alien invasion which listeners thought to be real. 

 Current Event Link: 
 Have students brainstorm either as a class or in small groups to think of similar instances when the press had such a widespread effect.  (examples may include the 9-11 aftermath of sealing homes in plastic to prevent exposure to possible chemical weapons, drop in beef market from the mad-cow disease scare and so forth)
Activity Plan: 

This activity is designed to be a cooperative lesson.   Divide the class into three groups: Group one will be the Writers (at least four writers will be needed.)  Group two will be the Prop-masters (at least 4 prop-masters will be needed.)  Group three will consist on the Actors (ideally you will need at least thirteen actors.)
The following activity plan is divided by group.
Writers: 
Day 1:
Research radio plays and the events of the 1938 War of the Worlds broadcast (refer to the References list for helpful websites).  Read through the script to understand the play’s plot.
Day 2:
Use the script to create a shorter script for the play.  The play should only be about 5-10 minutes.  Give completed script to actors and prop-masters.
Day 3:
Help actors learn lines and critique any misunderstandings between the written script and the actors’ interpretations of it. (This will probably take more than one day – but one day is a good goal to shoot for, the teachers will modify as they see fit)
Day 4:
Prepare for and watch play put on by actors.

Day 5:
Discuss and follow through with assessment (see questions provided in Assessment section).

Prop-masters

Day 1:
Research radio plays and the events of the 1938 War of the Worlds broadcast (see References list for helpful websites).  Find pictures of various items found in the 1930s-1940s including what the following items looked like: radios, microphones, living rooms in houses, and clothing of that time period.  Have the students start brainstorming as to where they could find similar articles to use as props or ways to make them.  It will probably take the students more than one day to put the props and such together so if they can start from day one it would be best.
Day 2:
Read through the play and make a list of any props that will be needed (microphones for the radio play actors, seats for the family listening to the play, blankets, etc).  Use various materials to create props for the play.  Let the teacher know of any materials you may need to make the props.

Day 3:
Finish creating props and organize where props will be placed.  Help actors learn lines and explain which props will be available for their use.
Day 4:
Prepare for and watch play put on by actors.

Day 5:
Discuss and follow through with assessment (see questions provided in Assessment section).

Cast: 
Announcer 1
Officer
Observer
Woman #1
Woman #2
Announcer 2
Captain Lansing
Man #1
Man #2

Carl Phillips
Prof. Pierson
Gunner
Special effects actor

‘Voices’

Day 1:
Research radio plays and the events of the 1938 War of the Worlds broadcast (see References list for helpful websites).  Research the clothing, hats, shoes, and behavior of people living in the 1930s through 1940s.  Have the students start brainstorming as to where they could find similar articles to use or ways to make them.  It will probably take the students more than one day to put the props and such together so if they can start from day one it would be best.
Day 2:
Continue using various materials to create clothing, or assemble appropriate outfits to wear for performance by borrowing and trading between classmates.  Receive script for play.
Day 3:
Learn lines for play and use suggestions and help of writers and prop-masters.

Day 4:
Prepare for and put on play.

Day 5:
Discuss and follow through with assessment (see questions provided in Assessment section).

Possible Assessment Questions: 
1. What are some ways in which the script could be written better to help the actors and prop-masters do their jobs more easily?  How do you think the script could be improved to make the prop-masters and actors’ jobs easier?
2. Were there parts of the play that were hard to understand?  Why?
3. Why do you think the people listening to the play in 1938 believed it was real?
4. In the play, you only saw a few people panicking while listening to the play.  What are some things that probably happened in 1938 when the entire nation panicked?
5. What could the play’s producers and actors have done to avoid the panic caused by their play?  Why do think they did not take these steps?  How are some ways the panic could have been avoided by the people putting on the play?
6. Were the people who listened to the play at fault for taking it so seriously?  Why or why not?
7. In what ways could the listeners of this play differentiate between fact and fiction?  
8. How could the listeners have told the difference between an opinion/story and a fact?
9. What parts of this play are similar to what happened in 1938? What parts are different?  Justify your answer.
10. If this play had been put on TV rather than radio, how would the audiences’ reaction have been different?  Would they have been able to tell the difference between a story and reality?  How?
11. There are many shows on TV right now that claim to be real like Survivor, The Apprentice, The Bachelor, Newlyweds, Ashlee Simpson, Real World/Road Rules, etc.  How can you tell if these shows are actually real and not just actors putting on a show?  If they were on the radio and not T.V., how could you tell the difference?
12. List some of the advantages and disadvantages of radio shows, TV shows, and books?  Be able to justify your reasoning.
Extension Activities:
Have the students break into three groups and conduct a debate over which medium (radio, TV, or books) is the best.

Have students investigate their favorite reality show (or one assigned by you) to determine if it is in actuality “real.”  This could also be a class debate topic.  

Students could prepare a research report tracing the development of reality TV.
Learning Objectives:  TEKS:
English:  7: 2(A,B,C,E); 4(A); 5(A,B,C,E); 7(D); 8(B,C,D): 10(B,F); 11(A,B) ; 12(C,E,F,G,I,J,K); 13(C,D,E,F,G,I); 15(D,E,H); 18(A,B,C,D,E,F): 19 (B,D); 20(D); 22(B,C); 23(B,C,D); 24(A,B,C)
Social Studies:  7: 21 (D,E,F): 22(B,C,D)

English:
7.2 (A) Interpret a speaker’s messages, purposes, and perspectives

7.2 (B) Analyze a speaker’s persuasive techniques and credibility

7.2 (C) Distinguish between the speaker’s opinion and facts

7.2 (E) Compare different perceptions of a spoken message

7.4 (A) Connect experiences, information, insights, and ideas through speaking

7.5 (A) Adapt spoken language to the audience, purpose, and occasion

7.5 (B) Demonstrate effective communications skills

7.5 (C) Present dramatic interpretations of various material to communicate

7.5 (E) Use effective rate, volume, pitch, and tone for the audience and setting

7.7 (D) Read texts aloud in ways that reflect understanding and engage listeners

7.8 (B) Select varied sources when reading for information or pleasure

7.8 (C) Read for varied purposes

7.8 (D) Read to take action

7.10 (B) Establish and adjust purposes for reading 

7.10 (F) Determine a text’s main ideas and how they are supported with details

7.11 (A) Offer observations, connections, and questions in response to the text

7.11 (B) Interpret text ideas through varied means

7.12 (C) Compare different forms of communication

7.12 (E) Recognize and distinguish among literary forms for understanding

7.12 (F) Analyze characters in texts

7.12 (G) Recognize and analyze story plot, setting, and problem resolution

7.12 (I) Analyze ways authors organize and present ideas

7.12 (J) Recognize and interpret literary devices

7.12 (K) Recognizing how style, tone, and mood contribute to the effect of text

7.13 (C) Use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research

7.13 (D) Interpret and use graphic sources of information to answer questions

7.13 (E) Summarize and organize information from multiple sources

7.13 (F) Produce research projects and reports in effective formats

7.13 (G) Draw conclusions from information gathered from multiple sources

7.13 (I) Present organized statements, reports, and speeches using visual aids

7.15 (D) Write to entertain

7.15 (E) Use voice and style appropriate to the audience and purpose

7.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts

7.18 (A) Generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies

7.18 (B) Developing drafts by categorizing ideas into paragraphs and papers

7.18 (C) Revise drafts by elaborating, deleting, moving, and combining text

7.18 (D) Revise drafts for coherence, progression, and logical support of ideas

7.18 (E) Edit drafts for specific purposes

7.18 (F) Use technology for creating, revising, editing, and publishing texts

7.19 (B) Respond constructively to others’ writings

7.19 (D) Analyze published examples as models for writing

7.20 (D) Summarize and organize ideas from multiple sources

7.22 (B) Interpret important events and ideas gathered from visual media

7.22 (C) Use media to compare ideas and points of view

7.23 (B) Compare and contrast print, visual, and electronic media with writings

7.23 (C) Evaluate the purposes and effects of varying media

7.23 (D) Evaluate how different media forms influence and inform

7.24 (A) Select, organize, or produce visuals to complement and extend meaning

7.24 (B) Produce communications using technology or appropriate media

7.24 (C) Assess how language, medium, and presentation contribute to message

Social Studies:

7.21 (D) Identify points of view from the historical context and frame of reference

7.21 (E) Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event

7.21 (F) Identify bias in written, oral, and visual material

7.22 (B) Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation

7.22 (C) Transfer information from one medium to another

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information

Activity Scaling: 

This activity can be scaled for various grade levels by possibly providing a previously written play to act out and discuss, or taking more time to put together the play.
References:
http://members.aol.com/jeff1070/script.html - Actual script of the 1938 play
http://members.aol.com/jeff1070/wotw.html - Stories of the panic caused by the play
http://www.marquise.de/en/1900/pics/1930/1930b.shtml - Fashion of the 1930s
http://history1900s.about.com/od/1930s/a/warofworlds.htm - Information of the 1938 broadcast
http://www.simplyscripts.com/radio.html - Scripts of various radio plays from history
http://www.radiolovers.com/ - Mp3s of old radio plays and shows
