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Download all associated files from the PEER activity page.

Lesson Summary: The purpose of this activity is to force students out of their normal sentence patterns, especially if they have the tendency to start all of their sentences in the say way (i.e. “There are…”; “It seems…”).  Students will see that there are many different ways to structure the same idea and that a change in sentence structure may affect the meaning of a sentence.


Subject: 
English: Syntactical Knowledge and Uses
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: 15 to 20 minutes (about half of a class period).

Materials:
· Chalkboard, Dry Erase Board, Smartboard, or Overhead
Lesson Plan: 
· Write 2 sentences on the board.  Choose simple sentences with little detail, for example: “I will never forget you” and “There are two kids over by the fence.”

· Tell the students to spend 5-10 minutes writing 5 new sentences for each original sentence (a total of 10 sentences).  The new sentences can rearrange word order or add detail, but the sentence must retain the original’s meaning.

· When the class has finished, tell students to choose their 2 best sentences.  Ask them to write their two best on the board.

· After all the sentences are on the board, have your class look for matches and cross off duplicate that you find.  There will probably not be too many duplicates, so the point is to show your students how many ways there are to say one thing.

· Discuss the effect of different sentence structure on the nuances of meaning of the sentences.  Does the meaning of the sentence change as the structure changes?  Why or why not?
Assessment: Review the students’ sentences.  Each sentence should be structured differently but still make sense grammatically.
References:
· Lesson adapted from the following: http://english.osu.edu/programs/firstyearwriting/resources/teacher/triedandtrue/style/sentencestructureactivity.cfm
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