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Lesson Summary:  This activity will help demonstrate how radio plays work, the effect War of the Worlds had on radio listeners, and the power of the radio and public broadcast.  Students will put together a complete play to visualize the events of the 1938 War of the Worlds radio broadcast.  The script that will be used for the play is an abridged version of the original broadcasted script combined with original material to simulate the audience listening to the radio broadcast and their reactions.


Subject: 
English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, Student Research

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7  

· Upper Bound: 9
· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Five class periods.

Materials:

· computers with internet access for research purposes

· various lengths of cloth (about 4 different pieces, each about 2 meters long in length)

· poster board

· tape/Glue

· scissors

· markers
· War of the Worlds Handout 1

· 
War of the Worlds Handout 2
· 
War of the Worlds Handout 3

· 

 HYPERLINK "RR%20English%203%20Handout%204.doc" 

War of the Worlds Handout 4

· 
War of the Worlds Worksheet


Lesson Plan: 
· This activity is designed to be a cooperative lesson.   Divide the class into three groups: Group one will be the Writers (at least four writers will be needed.)  Group two will consist of the Actors (you will need at least fourteen actors).  Group three will be the Prop-masters (at least 4 prop-masters will be needed.)  
· Give each group a copy of the War of the Worlds Handout 1, which contains the War of the Worlds Script. This is not the final script the actors will be using, but will be useful for the students planning. Also give each group their Task Checklist from the Handouts 2-4. The Writers’ Checklist is the War of the Worlds Handout 2, the Actors’ Checklist is War of the Worlds Handout 3 and the Prop Masters’ Checklist is the War of the Worlds Handout 4.
· The following activity plan is divided by group:
Writers: 
Day 1:
Research radio plays and the events of the 1938 War of the Worlds broadcast. (Refer to the References list for helpful websites.)  Read through the script to understand the play’s plot.
Day 2:
Use the script to create a shorter script for the play.  The play should only be about 5-10 minutes.  Give completed script to actors and prop-masters.

Day 3:
Help actors learn lines and critique any misunderstandings between the written script and the actors’ interpretations of it. (This will probably take more than one day – but one day is a good goal; the teachers will modify as they see fit)
Day 4:
Prepare for and watch the play put on by the actors.

Day 5:
Discuss the play as a class and complete the War of the Worlds Worksheet. 
Prop-masters:
Day 1:
Research radio plays and the events of the 1938 War of the Worlds broadcast. (Refer to the References list for helpful websites.)  Find pictures of various items found in the 1930s-1940s including what the following items looked like: radios, microphones, living rooms in houses, and clothing of that time period. Have the students start brainstorming as to where they could find similar articles to use as props. Give the students the pieces of cloth to help them get started with the costumes.  
Day 2:
Read through the revised play and make a list of any props that will be needed (microphones for the radio play actors, seats for the family listening to the radio, blankets, etc).  Use various materials to create props for the play.  Let the teacher know of any materials you may need to make the props.

Day 3:
Finish creating props and organize where props will be placed.  Help actors learn lines and explain which props will be available for their use.

Day 4:
Prepare for and watch the play put on by the actors.

Day 5:
 Discuss the play as a class and complete the War of the Worlds Worksheet. 
Cast:
Woman #1
Woman #2

Announcer #1
Announcer #2

Prof. Pierson

Carl Philips

Officer

Captain Lansing

Gunner

Observer

‘Voices’

Man #1

Man #2

Special Effects actor
Day 1:
Research radio plays and the events of the 1938 War of the Worlds broadcast. (Refer to the References list for helpful websites.)  Research the clothing, hats, shoes, and behavior of people living in the 1930s through 1940s.  Have the students start brainstorming as to where they could find similar articles to use or ways to make them.  It will probably take the students more than one day to put the props and such together so if they can start from day one it would be best.
Day 2:
Continue using various materials to create clothing, or assemble appropriate outfits to wear for performance by borrowing and trading between classmates.  Receive revised script for play.

Day 3:
Learn lines of revised script for play and use the help of writers and prop-masters.

Day 4:
Prepare for and put on play.

Day 5: Discuss the play as a class and complete the War of the Worlds Worksheet.
Assessment:  Students will be graded on their class participation during the play and during the discussion as well as their answers to the War of the Worlds Worksheet. Possible questions to ask during the discussion include: 
· How do you think your play could have been improved? 

· Why do you think the people listening to the play in 1938 believed it was real?
· In the play, you only saw a few people panicking while listening to the play.  What are some things that probably happened in 1938 when the entire nation panicked?
· What could the play’s producers and actors have done to avoid the panic caused by their play?  Why do think they did not take these steps?  How are some ways the panic could have been avoided by the people putting on the play?
· Were the people who listened to the play at fault for taking it so seriously?  Why or why not?
· How could the listeners have understood the difference between an opinion/story and a fact?
Lesson Extensions:

· Have students break into three groups and conduct a debate over which medium (radio, TV, or books) is the best.
· Have students investigate their favorite reality show (or one assigned by you) to determine if it is actually “real.”  This could also be a class debate topic.  
· Students could prepare a research report tracing the development of reality TV.

References:
http://members.aol.com/jeff1070/script.html - Actual script of the 1938 play

http://members.aol.com/jeff1070/wotw.html - Stories of the panic caused by the play

http://www.marquise.de/en/1900/pics/1930/1930b.shtml - Fashion of the 1930s

http://history1900s.about.com/od/1930s/a/warofworlds.htm - Information of the 1938 broadcast
http://www.simplyscripts.com/radio.html - Scripts of various radio plays from history

http://www.radiolovers.com/ - Mp3s of old radio plays and shows and play excerpts off the radio play website to allow students to get an idea and background of what this project entails.

TEKS:

6-8.2 (A) Interpret a speaker’s messages, purposes, and perspectives

6-8.2 (E) Compare different perceptions of a spoken message

6-8.4 (A) Connect experiences, information, insights, and ideas through speaking

6-8.5 (B) Demonstrate effective communications skills

6-8.5 (C) Present dramatic interpretations of various material to communicate

6-8.5 (E) Use effective rate, volume, pitch, and tone for the audience and setting

6-8.12 (C) Compare different forms of communication

6-8.12 (K) Recognizing how style, tone, and mood contribute to the effect of text

6-8.15 (D) Write to entertain

6-8.15 (E) Use voice and style appropriate to the audience and purpose

6-8.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts

6-8.19 (D) Analyze published examples as models for writing

6-8.20 (D) Summarize and organize ideas from multiple sources

6-8.23 (B) Compare and contrast print, visual, and electronic media with writings

6-8.23 (C) Evaluate the purposes and effects of varying media

6-8.23 (D) Evaluate how different media forms influence and inform

6-8.24 (C) Assess how language, medium, and presentation contribute to message
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