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	March Madness: Worksheet, Social Studies 1



It is the middle of a cold and snowy December in the mountains of Colorado.  Four friends decided to go skiing during the holiday break, but in their excitement, they failed to check the weather report before their departure for the slopes.  Hours passed and as the weather worsened and the snow fell harder, the parents of the four friends begin to worry.  Afraid that their children may be lost or injured on the mountain, the parents asked for help from you and your team of rescue workers.    
You and your team gather your safety gear and take a helicopter up the mountain.  Unfortunately, the strong wind and snow gusts cause half of your team members to land at a different drop point.  Having lost your walkie-talkies and cell phones, you and the rescuer who landed with you have no way of contacting the other members of the team.  Fortunately, you prepared for this scenario in rescuer training and know that you can use your flashlight to communicate with separated team members through the use of code.  You must use the map and the flashlight and code to communicate to your fellow rescuers your location and where and in what physical condition you find the lost skiers.  After making the rescues, communicate with the other rescuers where you plan to meet them so that the helicopter can take you all off the mountainside together.        

Procedure:

1. You and your partner must encode and transmit messages.  When transmitting a ‘1’ keep the flashlight on for 3 seconds.  Keep the flashlight on for 1 second to transmit a ‘0’.  

2. Communicate the status and position (according to the coordinates on the map) of lost skiers when you find them (e.g.: FOUND INJURED B6).  To mark the end of words or the spaces in between words, use a slow up-down movement with your flashlight and then cover or turn off the light immediately.  

3. On your Log Book, write in English the message you need to transmit.  
4. Then in the “Modulated (encoded) Messages” column, translate your message into the code and write down the numbers you will be transmitting.  
5. Transmit your message using the flashlight.  Wait for a return message.

6. As you receive messages from the other team, write down the code they send in the “Messages Received” column.

7. Translate the code into understandable phrases in the “Demodulated (decoded) Messages” column.   

8. Remember that you must communicate where your were dropped by the helicopter, where you find the skiers and in what condition, and where you will all meet after your rescues.  
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