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Activity Summary: In this activity, students will examine a variety of primary resources in order to discover what life was like during the Great Depression.  Students will examine images and listen to interviews of Americans who lived during the Great Depression to construct a presentation of everyday life during the depression. This activity should put into perspective the drastic changes that occurred in America within the span of a decade.  

    
Subject: 
Social Studies: Culture, Time Continuity, and Change.

Grade Level: 

Target Grade: 7
Upper Bound: 8
Lower Bound: 6 

Time Required: Two to Three class periods

Materials List: 
· internet access (to hear interviews)

· American Prism Images PowerPoint
· American Prism Worksheet
Activity Plan: 
· Give each student an American Prism Worksheet. 
· Present the students with images of the Great Depression Era found in the American Prism Images PowerPoint. The teacher notes include information describing the photographs. 
· Students will then record on the American Prism Worksheet how these images portray   different aspects of life during the Great Depression.  
· The teacher should explain to the students that they will now be listening to oral interviews of several people by Studs Terkel, a well known oral historian. Remind students to listen not only for facts, but to try and gain an understanding of what it would have been like to live through the experiences they talk about. 

· Depending on the amount of time available, select from the list below one or more interviews to play for the class.  Interviews are found at http://www.studsterkel.org/htimes.php.  Scroll down to the interview you wish to listen to, and then click the file name. When prompted, select open. The audio file should begin playing automatically. If you do not have RealPlayer, it can be downloaded at http://www.real.com for free.  
· Harry Terrell – A farmer from Iowa discusses bank failures, farm holidays and repossessions. (Length: 7:05)
· What happened to the price of corn and pigs? 
· What did the farmers do when their neighbors’ farms were being sold? 
· What is a farm holiday? 
· Mary Owsley, Part 2 – A migrant farm worker discusses migration and traveling. (Length: 4:59)
· * Caution: This interview continues but the topic changes to Vietnam and there is a reference to “Negros.” Use remaining interview at your own discretion but the first five minutes do NOT contain objectionable material. 
· Why did Mary and her husband move around so much?

· How did they travel from place to place? 

· Mary Owsley, Part 4 – A migrant farm worker discusses the effects of a dust storm. (Length: 1:28)
· Did the dust storms affect only the poor? 
· How did ones economic status change the dust storms effects? 
· Eileen Barthe – A relief worker talks about the shame of receiving help. (Length: 2:38)
· How did Ms. Barthe investigate the man who asked for relief?

· What feelings did she describe him showing?

· How would you feel if you were that man? 
· Virginia Durr – A women talks about feelings of shame during the depression. (Length: 4:42)
· How important was money to people during the Depression?

· Did most people during the depression blame themselves or the government for their situations?  

· Students will again record on their American Prism worksheet how these interviews portray life during the Great Depression, particularly noting aspects such as school life, community life, home life, government assistance, agriculture, and major events.  In addition, students will answer a series of questions on their worksheet.
· Using the information gathered from examining the images and reading the interviews, in addition to more photos which can be found at the America from the Great Depression to World War II website, students will work with their partner to create a presentation (poem, song, play, poster, collage, scrapbook, multimedia presentation, etc.) to be shared with the rest of the class. The presentation should include a concise, descriptive caption that summarizes the information being depicted. Any additional photographs selected by each pair of students should also be included in the presentation.

References: 
http://www.studsterkel.org/htimes.php 
www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html
http://www.real.com
TEKS:
Social Studies:

8.1 (A) Identify the major eras in U.S. history through 1877

8.30 (A) Use primary and secondary sources to acquire information about the US

8.30 (B) Analyze information through various means
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