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Lesson Summary: Students will write essays as assigned in the PowerPoint presentation.  The teacher will pick out five essays based on quality, appropriateness, and variety of style. These students will then play their song and read their essay aloud for the class. The other students will listen and use the Feel the Music Worksheet as a guide to compare their opinion with the presenters’ opinion. 


Subject:
English: Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period. 
Materials: 

· CD Player 

· Feel The Music Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Before this lesson begins, students need to have finished writing their essays from the PowerPoint assignment (given on last slide of presentation). 
· Based on their essays, teachers can select the five students from among the top essays. An attempt should be made in the screening process to represent a wide variety of musical styles, as the point of this exercise is to show students that the music they find meaningful has a larger social context. Even songs that reflect negative social attitudes can be useful subjects for student thought.

· The teacher should announce the five essays that have been chosen. Remind students that these essays were chosen for quality, appropriateness of the music, and to represent a wide variety of music styles. 

· These chosen students will need to bring in their song on a CD. The teacher will screen the song for language and sexual content before it is played for the class.
· Hand out a copy of the Feel the Music Worksheet to each student. There are spaces for five songs. Students that are presenting their song and essay will only use four.

· Before the first presenter plays his song, remind students to think about how the song is making them feel, and whether or not it is positive or focuses on the problems in life. 

· Have the first student play their song on the CD player.

· Before the first presenter reads his essay, remind the listeners to pay attention to the presenters’ feelings about the song. How does the song make the presenter feel? Listen especially for the adjectives the presenter uses to illustrate his feelings. 

· The listeners should now summarize their findings on their Feel the Music Worksheet. They should list 3 adjectives that describe how the song made the presenter feel, and whether or not he felt it was a positive song or a song that focused on problems. Then they will do the same for their own opinion of the song. They will also indicate whether they think the song is positive or negative. 

· Repeat for each of the five song/essay presenters. 
· Have the students finish the worksheet by answering the questions.
TEKS:

Social Studies

7.21 (C) Organize and interpret information from various sources

7.21 (D) Identify points of view from the historical context and frame of reference

7.21 (F) Identify bias in written, oral, and visual material

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information

English

7.2 (A) Interpret a speaker’s messages, purposes, and perspectives

7.2 (E) Compare different perceptions of a spoken message

7.10 (F) Determine a text’s main ideas and how they are supported with details

7.10 (K) Answer different types and levels of questions 

7.12 (A) Identify the purposes of different types of texts 
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