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Objectives

· Listen to and interpret the artists’ message embodied in various types of music from Depression-Era America.
· Compare and contrast song lyrics that represent different perspectives or opinions on the same theme.

· Understand that popular culture is one reflection of the society and represents an important primary source for learning about the historical period in question.

Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about two class periods. After viewing the PowerPoint, the students will write an essay describing a favorite song of theirs.  Then, in the Feel the Music Activity, five students will then be chosen to present their song and read their essay aloud to the class. The other students will listen to the song and essay and record both the presenters’ opinion and their own on the Feel the Music Worksheet.  

Handouts

· Feel the Music Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

Students will write essays as assigned in the PowerPoint presentation.  The teacher will pick out five essays based on quality, appropriateness, and variety of style. These students will then play their song and read their essay aloud for the class. The other students will listen and use the Feel the Music Worksheet as a guide to compare their opinion with the presenters’ opinion. 

Materials: 
· CD Player 
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