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Lesson Summary: This activity is meant to open the students mind to past hardships encountered during the great depression and to help them understand what these people encountered through the creative outlet of drawing and writing. The activity consists of two parts. In the first part they will make an advertisement encouraging migrant workers to find jobs in California. The advertisement is meant to target suffering migrant farm workers in the dust bowl region. The second part of the assignment consists of an essay detailing why the previous advertisement would have been misleading to the families and individuals looking for work.


Subject: 
Social Studies: Culture, Individual Development and Identity
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7  

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: one week

Materials: 
· Poster board

· Map colors or markers

· 2 sheets of drawing paper

· Paper and pen for essay

Lesson Plan: 
· Review the power point provided to supplement this activity.
· Instruct the students to work individually on this activity.
· Have each student draw two pictures; one should be what they think best represents the hopelessness and despair of the “Dust Bowl”. The other should be a representation of the happiness and hope that the “Promised Land” brings.
· Have them create captions for each picture, the “Dust Bowl” picture should encourage people who live there to leave because there is no work for them. The “Promised Land” picture should encourage people who live in the dust bowl to move to California because it is a better place for work to be found.
· Make sure each student includes a headline for their advertisement, including the name of the farm or company that will hire these migrant workers.
· Once the students finish, have them transfer their work to a poster board.  
· For the second part of the assignment have them write an essay explaining why their advertisement would be misleading to these families. Their paper should include the main points such as the following examples: that work would have been in short supply once the families got there, the actual conditions in which migrant farmers lived in, and the low pay these migrant farmers were given.
Assessment: The students should be graded on how well they captured the atmosphere of the two places by the utilization of their captions and creativity of their pictures. The essay should be well written and graded on grammatical errors, punctuation, and how well the paper flows.   
Background & Concepts for Teachers: 
· Knowledge of the “Dust Bowl”
· Knowledge of migrant workers during the Great Depression

· Knowledge of “The Promised Land” (California) conditions
Vocabulary / Definitions: 
· Dust Bowl: resulted from a severe drought on the Great Plains caused by excessive dry land farming and overgrazing, as well as strong winds.
· Promised Land: during the time migrant workers believed that California held more hope for work and better living conditions when in actuality these migrant camps were no better than the places they were before.

· Migrant worker/farmer: these people consisted of either individuals or families that traveled the nation looking for jobs.

Lesson Extensions:
· This activity can be shortened by dividing the work among groups of students.  

· This activity could be lengthened by increasing the amount of writing required in the essay.  

· Teachers could make the students present their advertisements to the class. 

References:
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
TEKS:
8.30 (A) Use primary and secondary sources to acquire information about the US

8.30 (B) Analyze information through various means

8.30 (C) Interpret information from outlines, reports, databases, and visuals

8.30 (D) Identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event

8.30 (E) Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event

8.30 (F) Identify bias in written, oral, and visual material

8.30 (G) Evaluate a source based on language, corroboration, and information

8.30 (H) Use appropriate math skills to interpret social studies information

8.31 (A) Use social studies terminology correctly

8.31 (B) Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation

8.31 (C) Transfer information from one medium to another

8.31 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies ideas
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