This lesson is meant to supplement the activities and presentation with this DLC.  Please view the presentation before trying this demonstration.  The demo is marked in the powerpoint where it is applicable to include. 
Salinity Demonstration

Materials:


2 eggs


Two containers, one with salt water, one with fresh water

Procedure:


Place 2 containers on a table, one filled with fresh water and the other filled with salt water.  Ask students what they think will happen when an egg is placed in each container.  Record predictions.  Place an egg in each container. Please note: test your solutions ahead of time without students.  High salinity is required to float an egg and you may have t0o adjust your salt water solution.  The egg will sink in the fresh water and float in the salt water. Why? The egg in the salt water will float due to the fact that the salt water is denser.  Since density equals mass/volume, by adding salt we increased the mass of the water and kept the volume constant.  This increased the density of the water to a density greater than the egg.  Therefore, the egg floated in the saltwater solution.  Ask students if they have ever been swimming in the ocean, and if they think it is easier to float in the salty ocean or a freshwater pool.

