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	Structuring Sentences: Sentence Restructuring



Download all associated files from the PEER activity page.
Lesson Summary: The purpose of this activity is for students to gain a deeper understanding of sentence structure by manipulating structure themselves through sentence combining activities.


Subject: 
English: Syntactical Knowledge and Uses
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: One class period.

Materials:
· Sentence Combining Worksheet
· 
Sentence Combining Answer Key



Lesson Plan: 
· Pass out the Sentence Combining Worksheet.  If your class has not done sentence combining before, do a few of the examples as a class before the students begin the worksheet.

· When the students have completed the worksheet, ask for 8 volunteers to write their answer sentences on the board (one question per volunteer).
Assessment: Check the students’ answers with the Answer Key.  Students’ answers need not match the answer key verbatim, but a good answer should contain all the information given in the broken-up sentences and demonstrate coherency and correct grammar.
Lesson Extensions:

· Have the students label the independent clause and the dependent clause(s) in their answer sentences.

· Have the students label the parts of speech in their sentences.

· Take a sentence from a professional piece of writing (e.g., a newspaper or magazine), break it up into 3-5 small sentences, and use this as a combining exercise for the class.  Then have the students compare their answers with the original professional sentence.

· Example from NY Times article (“Romney Battles McCain for Michigan Lead” by Michael Luo, Jan 14, 2008.)
· Original Sentence: Recent polls have indicated the contest is neck-and-neck between former Gov. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts and Senator John McCain of Arizona, with former Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas further back.
· Small Sentences:
· Mitt Romney and John McCain are neck-and-neck in their contest for Republican nominee.

· Mike Huckabee is further back in the race.

· Recent polls have indicated these facts.
· Mitt Romney is a former governor of Massachusetts.

· John McCain is a senator from Arizona.

· Mike Huckabee is a former governor of Arkansas.

· Reuse the Sentence Combining Worksheet with the class, but instruct the students to begin their answer sentences with certain words, such as when, therefore, although, since, if, etc.
References:
· http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/languagearts/secondary/writing/055structure
· Worksheet adapted from the following: http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skills_8th_original.htm
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