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Learning Objective:
The objective of these exercises is for students to learn how to correctly formulate a sentence.

Activity Summary:
This purpose of this activity is to help students develop writing skills by developing sentence structure. Students are asked to unscramble sentences so that they make sense grammatically.

Subject:
English: Sentence Structure

Grade Level:
· Target Grade: 7 (ESL)
· Upper Bound: 6

· Lower Bound: 8

Time Required: One class period (45 minutes)

Authors:
Undergraduate Fellow Name: Varun Chowdhary
Graduate Fellow Name: Shannon Degenhart 
Teacher Mentor Name: 
Date Submitted: 
Date Last Edited: September 7, 2005

Activity Plan:
1. Print the sentences (the larger font ones at the end of this lesson plan) and cut out the individual words and punctuations. Paperclip the words belonging to a sentence together.  (If you wish, you may make transparencies of the scrambled sentences and place them on the overhead projector for students to copy and unscramble.)
2. Divide the class into groups of 2-3 students.

3. Tell the students to put the sentences together as a puzzle.

4. The first group to unscramble all the sentences correctly wins (points, prizes, bragging rights, etc.).
Extension Activity:
1. Once all groups have unscrambled the sentences, have each group complete a project with all their sentences (picture, story, comic books, cartoon strips, etc.). Tell the students that they must use (but not limited to) all their sentences.

2. Have students act out their projects in front of the class.
Example Sentences:
Below are some sentences that can be used (the correct answers are italicized):

. men office the in are Five working
Five men are working in the office.

? he yesterday did What say
What did he say yesterday?

? late are they Why today
Why are they late today?

they did the party When at arrive ?
When did they arrive at the party?

. The the in running girls park are
The girls are running in the park.

this teacher is ? your Who year
Who is your teacher this year?

. glass table a the on is There
There is a glass on the table.

. Three house dogs into ran the
Three dogs ran into the house.

fast running is How he ?
How fast is he running?

. drinks night coffee He at never
He never drinks coffee at night.

. on He bus is the traveling
He is traveling on the bus.

Is ? open big the window
Is the big window open?

your ? Are they brothers
Are they your brothers?

. tired feels today She
She feels tired today.

the are ? Where students other
Where are the other students?

do them like ? Why you
Why do you like them?

you Do day study? every
Do you study every day?

her she name remember ? Does
Does she remember her name?

. is expensive The very picture
The picture is very expensive.

. base The ran to from first player base second
The player ran from first base to second base.

. threw center ball pitcher field the to from the Bob

Bob threw the ball to the pitcher from center field.
Game !  When batter the his hit a won  team the homerun,
When the batter hit a homerun, his team won the game!

runs many score ? the did home team How
How many runs did the home team score?

. I the in inning last out struck of game The
I struck out in the last inning of the game.
Assessment:
Teacher observation:  Observe students as they unscramble the sentences to see if they understand how to create a grammatically correct sentence.

Activity Scaling:
The sentences can be modified to be easy or difficult. (Additional adjectives can be added to make the sentence more difficult.)
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