A taste of India
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http://clinton3.nara.gov/WH/New/SouthAsia/

Activity Summary: 
Students design and create their own travel brochures for prospective travelers to India. Brochures should include popular tourist attractions, native foods, holidays and celebrations, and culture and customs.

Subject: 

Social Studies: Culture
English: Respect for Diversity 

Grade Level: 

Target Grade: 6
Upper Bound: 7 

Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: 
1 day of research (during class or as homework) before day of activity. 15-20 minutes to introduce activity. You may choose to allow students to work on this project during class time or complete the assignment at home. 

Activity Team/Group Size: 
Students will work individually. If your students work together productively, you may also choose to have students work in pairs.

Reusable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: 
$3.69 for 500 sheets of white copy paper. (If you already have white paper that you can use for this activity, there is no need to purchase additional paper.) Optional: $2.29 for a box of 12 colored pencils. (You may choose to purchase these for in-class use if students do not have their own colored pencils.)

Expendable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $0 

Authors: 
Undergraduate Fellow Name: Rachel Wooley

Graduate Fellow Name: Danielle Lewis 
Teacher Mentor Name: ___ 
Date Submitted: 07 December 2004
Date Last Edited: 21 February 2005

Parent Lesson Plan(s): 
This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with the 6th grade PEER module “Midnight at the Marble Tomb,” but may also stand alone.
Activity Introduction / Motivation: 
Tell students that they are in charge of a new initiative designed to convince American travelers to visit India. In order to attract visitors, the students must design travel brochures about India and the Indian way of life. The brochures should be attractive, organized, neat, and informative.

Activity Plan: 
Unless your students have extensive knowledge of India's customs and culture, you will likely need to ask your students to conduct independent research in which they write down facts about India. This would ideally come a day before the travel brochure activity. Accompanying this lesson plan is an optional worksheet that guides students' research. 
Give each student a while 8 ½ x 11-inch sheet of paper. Instruct students to fold the paper into thirds to create a tri-fold brochure. Discuss important design elements of a travel brochure. For instance, the brochure should have a distinctive cover, sections with headings, drawings and color, and a back cover. Students can decorate with colored pencils and stickers. Also tell students what topics they ought to cover in their brochures. Suggestions include:

* Popular tourist attractions


* Native food and dress


* Holidays and traditional celebrations


* Culture and customs

* Population, size, climate, other geographical information


* History
You may have students complete this activity in class, or ask them to complete the assignment at home. 

Assessment: 

If students work on the assignment in class, walk around the classroom and observe the progress students make on their brochures. 
Materials List: 

* 500 sheets of white copy paper - $3.69 at OfficeMax (If you already have white paper that you can use for this activity, there is no need to purchase additional paper.)

* Boxes of 12 colored pencils - $2.29 at OfficeMax (You may choose to purchase these for in-class use if students do not have their own colored pencils.)
Activity Extensions: 
Here are just a few ways in which you can extend this activity:


* Bring real travel brochures to class. What features would convince you to visit that locale? Notice colors, pictures, organization, and content.

* Ask a fellow teacher or student who has lived in India to describe life in India. Encourage students to take notes.

Multimedia Support and Attachments: 
[India worksheet.doc]
“Word: Creating a Tri-fold Brochure Using Microsoft Word” http://www.create.cett.msstate.edu/create/howto/MS_Word_Brochure_05-06-02.pdf
Activity Scaling: 
To make this activity more advanced, ask students to create the brochure using computer software such as Microsoft Word. A simple tutorial for creating a tri-fold brochure with Microsoft Word is available at http://www.create.cett.msstate.edu/create/howto/MS_Word_Brochure_05-06-02.pdf.
