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Lesson Summary: After reviewing the PowerPoint slides, students will be encouraged to think of an event in their lives that taught them a valuable lesson.  Students can begin by completing the My Myth Prewriting Worksheet and finish the activity by writing a complete story using their experience as an outline.


Subject: English: Effective Communication, English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.


Materials: None. 
Lesson Plan: 
· After completing the essay in the PowerPoint slides, students should use the My Myth Prewriting Worksheet to list some events in their lives that taught them a valuable lesson or meant a lot to them. 

· Once students have listed a few events, they should pick one event and fill out the rest of the worksheet.  Students will be using this event as the base while they create their own myth.  

· Each student will finish the activity by putting all their prewriting from the My Myth Worksheet into use and write a complete story.  

· Each myth should be a myth incorporating all the elements of a story as explained in the PowerPoint slides.  Their stories should have a theme or moral, a developing plot involving a conflict with the main character, a climax and a resolution. 

· Students can use a true story and add supernatural and other effects to make the story similar to the kind that Star Weaver told.  The students’ stories should convey a lesson that will have meaning and value for generations to come.  
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Myth:  A traditional, typically ancient story dealing with supernatural beings, ancestors, or heroes that serves as a fundamental type in the worldview of a people, as by explaining aspects of the natural world, customs, or ideals of society.
· A fiction or half-truth, especially one that forms part of an ideology. 
Lesson Extensions:

· This lesson could be extended by having students use their family as a resource to find stories that might actually have been passed down through their family and then having students write down these stories in the story-form and read them in front of the class.  

References:
· http://www.storiesalive.com/repertoire/Creating_the_History_Story_.pdf
· http://www.aaronshep.com/youngauthor/elements.html 
TEKS:

8.10 (L) Represent text information in various ways

8.11 (B): interpret text ideas through such varied means as journal writing, discussion, enactment, and media
8.12 (G) Recognize and analyze story plot, setting, and problem resolution

8.12 (H) Describe how author’s perspective affects the text (point of view)

8.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas

8.15 (E) Use voice and style appropriate to the audience and purpose

8.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts

8.17 (G) Use verb tenses appropriately and consistently
8.18 (A) Generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies
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