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Lesson Summary: In this activity students will study different myths drawn from Greek/Roman, Chinese, Native American, and Egyptian cultures.  Students will research ancient myths from these cultures and then compare and contrast a myth from two different cultures in order to find what each culture seemed to value based on the story.  For each culture, there are seven myths from which to choose.  Each culture has at least one myth about creation and one about a large flood.  The students are not required to read every one of these myths, but just a couple from each culture. 

Subject:
English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts, Research, Respect for Diversity, English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.
Materials: None. 
Lesson Plan: 
· After students have finished reviewing the notes on myths in the PowerPoint slides they can begin researching different myths from various cultures such as Greek, Roman, Egyptian, Native American, and Chinese.  This can either be done in the library or as a web quest.  If researching on the web, students should begin by searching for a particular culture’s myths in a search engine (Google, Yahoo, etc…) by entering “culture” [choose one] and “myth” in the search field (for example, “Native American” “myth”) 
· Students should begin their research in class, and if needed, finish at home or at the library.  While reading the myths, students should keep in mind that they will be required to choose three myths to focus on.  They may want to print these myths (or make a copy if researching in the library) so that they can reference them later.  
· The next class period, s
· The next class period, students will consult the myths they chose in order to fill out the Cultural Myths worksheet to compare and contrast the myths. 
· When the worksheet has been completed students will write a compare and contrast paper for two of the myths they discussed on the Cultural Myths Worksheet.  
· Students should look for at least three similarities and three differences between the myths of each culture.  The compare and contrast paper should have an introductory paragraph, six short paragraphs covering each question from the worksheet and a conclusion paragraph. 
Assessment: 
Students should be assessed on their ability to recognize that each myth is different and unique to its culture, but there are many similar values between cultures that are represented through these myths.

Lesson Extensions:

· This lesson could be extended by having students draw pictures to represent each of the myths they have chosen and let the class see if they can tell what the moral or valued principle in each picture is.  
TEKS:

8.4 (B) Compare oral traditions across regions and cultures

8.5 (B) Demonstrate effective communication skills

8.5 (D) Generate criteria to evaluate oral presentations

8.5 (E) Use effective rate, volume, pitch, and tone for the audience and setting

8.5 (F) Clarify and support spoken ideas with evidence and examples

8.8 (B) Select varied sources when reading for information or pleasure

8.11 (D) Connect, compare, and contrast ideas, themes, and issues across texts

8.13 (I) Make presentations with visual aids to support meaning

8.14 (A) The student is expected to: compare text events with his/her own and other readers’ experiences

8.14 (B) determine distinctive and common characteristics of cultures through wide reading
8.14 (C) articulate and discuss themes and connections that cross cultures
8.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, reflect and to problem solve

8.15 (C) Write to inform

8.15 (E) Select and use voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose
8.19 (E) The student is expected to: review a collection of written works to determine its strengths and weaknesses and to set goals as a writer
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