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Lesson Summary: In this lesson students will record every event that happened in one day of their life.  Once they have recorded every event, students will imagine that 100 years have passed and they must take evidence from primary sources to draw conclusions about people and events from 100 years ago.  Once students identify three possible conclusions from primary sources, they will pick one event from their day and choose a conclusion to elaborate on in a one-page article to be used as a secondary source.  

Subject: English: Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, Student Research, Respect for Diversity, English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One to two class periods (up to four if students do research on 100 years ago).

Materials: None. 
Lesson Plan: 
· A day prior to the activity, distribute the Sources Worksheet to each student and instruct them to record all of their activities for the next 18 hours.  

· If the worksheet was not distributed the day before the activity, tell students to start by thinking about all the activities they were involved in during the past 18 hours, and to list as many of these activities as they can remember on the Sources Worksheet.  (You may want to have students record first on notebook paper and then paraphrase responses to put on the chart.)

· The next day, instruct students to write down what evidence, if any, each activity might have left behind.  

· Ask students the following questions to help them think through each activity and how they or someone else may have unknowingly recorded it.  Have students think of tangible evidence from each activity to include on their worksheet.
· What kind of objects or belongings do you have in your room or locker at school?  What do these belongings say about you?

· Did you create any records of your activities (a diary, notes to yourself, a letter to a friend or relative, an e-mail message, a telephone message)? Also, make a note of anything that you threw away during the day that could be a record of something you’ve done during that day.
· Would traces of your activities appear in records someone else created (a friend's diary, notes, or calendar entry; a letter or e-mail from a friend or relative)? 
· Would traces of your activities appear in school records? In business records (did you write a check or use a charge card)? in the school or local newspaper? In government records (did you get your driver's license or go to traffic court)? 
· Would anyone be able to offer testimony (or oral history) about your activities (who and why)?

· What about traces of evidence in trash you have thrown away?
· At the bottom of the Sources Worksheet students will imagine that 100 years have passed since they recorded all of their activities.  Students will brainstorm about three possible secondary sources and how each author would use artifacts and evidence to guess what kinds of events took place and what kind of people were involved.  

· Finally, each student should write a one page article to turn in as if they are writing one of the secondary sources.  Students will pretend they just found evidence about an event that had occurred 100 years ago.  They should describe the primary sources that they found and create a story about the event that occurred and the people who were involved.  These stories could be fictional and incorrect assumptions of an event or the stories can be true and accurately depict what happened 100 years ago.  
Lesson Extensions:

· Students could get together and form an entire newspaper with each of their articles and hand it out at their school lunch or simply read their articles in front of the class.  

References:
· http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/psources/mindwalk.html 
TEKS:

8.1 (C) Understand major ideas and evidence in a speech

8.4 (A) Connecting own experiences, information, and ideas with others

8.10 (A) Use personal knowledge and experiences for comprehension
8.10 (B) Establish and adjust purposes for reading such as reading to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy, and to solve problems
8.10 (D) Describe mental images that text descriptions evoke
8.12 (A) Identify the purposes of different types of texts

8.12 (C) Compare different forms of communication

8.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas

8.18 (A) The student is expected to: generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies such as brainstorming, graphic organizers, notes, and logs
8.19 (B) respond I constructive ways to others’ writings
8.19 (C) evaluate how well his/her own writing achieves its purposes
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