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Lesson Summary: This activity gives students the opportunity to analyze various diseases using criteria given by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and classify them according to their potential danger.  Students will be provided with these criteria, and then read descriptions of different infectious diseases on the Classifying Infections Diseases Worksheet to determine their classification.   Also, students will briefly research a disease of their choice to determine its classification, and provide acceptable characteristics of the disease that led to their classification.   

Subject: Science: Science in Personal and Social Perspectives 
Health: Health Promotion and Disease Prevention

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials:

· Classifying Infectious Diseases Handout
· Classifying Infectious Diseases Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Distribute the Classifying Infectious Diseases Handout.  Review with the students the different classifications/categories of infectious diseases, and the criteria given by the Centers for Disease Control for these categories.
· Hand out the Classifying Infectious Diseases Worksheet.  Instruct students to read the descriptions of the 3 different diseases.  

· Students are to consult the given category criteria as stated on the handout to analyze each disease.

· Students will answer a series of questions regarding each disease that will help them determine the classification.
· Next, students are to go to the computer lab or library to briefly research a disease (one that is not listed on the worksheet) and record on their worksheet what classification they think it is, and 3 criteria that made them think it was that classification.  
Assessment (optional): Students are to complete the Classifying Infectious Diseases Worksheet.  They are required to either read a description about a disease and classify it using the information given, or use what they know about a disease to explain why it has been given a particular classification. 
Lesson Extensions:

· This activity can lead into a discussion of bioterrorism, and how these classifications are used to determine the threat of a particular biological warfare agent.  Consider these diseases to get the discussion started:  The Plague, Botulism, Tularemia, Smallpox, etc.    

References:
· http://www.bt.cdc.gov
TEKS:

8.2 (C) Organize, analyze, evaluate, make inferences, and predict trends

8.2 (D) Communicate valid conclusions
8.3 (D) Evaluate research’s impact on science, society, and the environment 
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