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Objectives

· Understand the symptoms, severity, treatments, and source of smallpox
· Become familiar with the Center for Disease Control's infectious disease categories

· Analyze various diseases and apply the CDC's criteria to classify these infectious diseases

Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about two class periods. The Science 3 PowerPoint Presentation should be shown first, and should take one class period.  The other class period should be used to do the Classifying Infectious Diseases Activity.  Students will be provided with criteria that the Centers for Disease Control uses to categorize various disease agents.  They will then use this information to classify different diseases described on the Classifying Infectious Diseases Worksheet, and to briefly research and classify a disease of their choice.  Students will also use the information they learned about smallpox from the Science 3 PowerPoint (symptoms, severity, etc) to determine why smallpox is considered a Category A agent. 
Handouts

· Classifying Infectious Diseases Handout
· Classifying Infectious Diseases Worksheet
Activity

Summary:

This activity gives students the opportunity to analyze various diseases using criteria given by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and classify them according to their potential danger.  Students will be provided with these criteria, and then read descriptions of different infectious diseases on the Classifying Infections Diseases Worksheet to determine their classification.   Also, students will briefly research a disease of their choice to determine its classification, and provide acceptable characteristics of the disease that led to their classification.   


Materials: None.
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