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Objectives

· Learn about the treatment of smallpox
· Understand the history behind the smallpox vaccine

· Take a stance regarding a current scientific issue

· Provide evidence supporting a scientific argument

Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take about two class periods.  The Science 4 PowerPoint presentation should be shown first and should take approximately one class period.  The following class period should be used to do the Smallpox Still Exists Activity.  Students will write a persuasive letter to the director of the Centers for Disease Control regarding their view on the reserves of the smallpox virus being kept in Russia and the U.S., using the Science 4 Worksheet to guide them.  
Handouts

· Science 4 Worksheet
Activity

Summary:
Test tubes of the smallpox virus are still being kept in Russia and the U.S.  In this activity students will take on the role of a scientist at the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and use their knowledge of the smallpox disease, vaccinations, and biological warfare to propose reasons why these stores of smallpox are being kept and to decide whether or not it is a good idea to keep stores of the smallpox virus on reserve.  
Materials: None
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