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Objectives

· Learn how a population becomes resistant to diseases.

· Understand why Europeans and Native Americans responded differently to disease outbreaks in the New World.
Lesson Overview

This lesson plan should take one class period.  After the teacher goes over the PowerPoint presentation, the students will be divided into groups to demonstrate how the Europeans and Native Americans differed in their disease resistance.  As the students progress through the activity, they will complete the Activity Worksheet to help illustrate the difference in survival percentages between the different genetic populations.  Afterwards, the students will answer questions from the Question Worksheet.
Handouts

· Activity Worksheet
· Question Worksheet
· Map Handout
Activity

Summary:

The students will perform a hands on activity in which they create populations of people out of paper dots and see how the population's genetics varies through time.  They will then demonstrate why the environmental changes that occurred when the Europeans came to the New World affected the survival of the Native Americans. 
Materials:

· red and green construction paper

· hole punch
· plastic baggies

· scissors
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