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	Cutaneous (Skin) Anthrax
	Inhalation Anthrax
	Gastrointestinal Anthrax

	Background


	Cause of most anthrax infections (95%); spores must come in contact with skin lesion or skin wound.

	The most severe type of anthrax; usually fatal.  
	Brought on by consuming contaminated meat.  It occurs naturally in warm and tropical regions of Asia, Africa, and the Middle East.  There have been no known cases of Gastrointestinal Anthrax in the U.S.


	Symptoms


	Begins as a raised, itchy bump resembling an insect bite.  Develops into a blister and then painless ulcer.  Fever, swelling, and headache may follow.  Presents a characteristic black lesion.


	May resemble a cold or flu virus, or a cough.  Rapidly develops into severe breathing problems and total body function collapse.
	Starts with nausea, appetite loss, vomiting, and fever, followed by abdominal pain, vomiting of blood, and severe diarrhea.

	Prevention


	Wash hands, bandage wounds, and treat blisters.
	Most inhalation anthrax exposures have occurred through mailed letters; students should report (and not open) any suspicious mail or other packages to an adult immediately.


	Cook meat well.

	Treatment


	Antibiotics, both for adults and children.


	Antibiotics, both for adults and children.
	Antibiotics, both for adults and children.

	Fatality


	~ 20 percent 

(if untreated)

	~ 90 percent
	25 to 60 percent
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