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Lesson Summary: Anthrax is considered one of the most likely bioagents to be used by bioterrorists. Students likely will have heard many different facts about anthrax and may have formed misconceptions about the disease.  This activity will familiarize students with the three forms of anthrax detailed in the Which Form? Handout and allow students to infer the type of anthrax present from clues in a story.


Subject: Science: Science as Inquiry, Science in Personal and Social Perspectives, Life Science
Health: Analyzing Influencing Factors on Health
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials:

· Which Form? Handout
· Which Form? Worksheet 
Lesson Plan: 
· After viewing the Three Rivers Science 7 PowerPoint, have the students review the symptoms and signs of the forms of anthrax in the story on their Which Form? Handout.  If internet access is available, students may research the types of anthrax online using the web resources listed below.
· Next, the students will read the news story from the Which Form? Worksheet.  Students will then answer questions and conclude which form of anthrax the victim appears to have been exposed.
· Finally, students will design a poster displaying information about one type of anthrax.  If time permits, students may present their posters.
Assessment: Students are to complete the Which Form? Worksheet and provide an acceptable conclusion as to which form of anthrax was present.
References:
· http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/diseaseinfo/anthrax_g.htm
· http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/teachers/activities/2815_bioterro.html
TEKS:

8.2 (C) Organize, analyze, evaluate, make inferences, and predict trends

8.2 (D) Communicate valid conclusions
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