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Digging Deeper--Which Form of Anthrax?
Read this account of an employee who became infected with anthrax in 2001.  Use information from the Which Form? Handout to answer the questions and conclude which form of anthrax appears to be present.
Between September 19 and 25 of 2001, the victim handled a suspicious letter at her workplace in Manhattan. The letter was not found until October 12 when it was sent to the New York City Department of Health for testing and confirmed to contain B. anthracis. On September 25, the patient had a raised lesion on her chest, which over the next few days reddened and accumulated fluid. By September 29, the patient developed malaise and a headache. By October 1, the lesion was 5 cm long but not painful. The patient was prescribed oral ciprofloxacin, an antibiotic used to treat anthrax. Over the next several days, the lesion developed a black scab, and a biopsy was obtained and sent to CDC for testing. The tissue tested positive for B. anthracis.  The patient improved with treatment of ciprofloxacin.
From the UCLA Department of Epidemiology, School of Public Health http://www.ph.ucla.edu/EPI/bioter/detect/antdetect_case2.html
1.  According to this report, what were the patient’s symptoms?
2.  How does the story suggest that the victim was exposed to anthrax?

3.  Which form of anthrax is most common?
4.  To which form of anthrax do you believe the victim was exposed?  Support your position using details from the story. 
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