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Lesson Summary: This activity is a hands-on activity in which students will work in groups to research a colony and design a poster convincing immigrants that “their” colony is the best and that all immigrants should settle there.  The students will then set up their posters and hold a Colony Fair in which students will review the other posters from the point of view of an immigrant from England. 


Subject: Social Studies: Individuals Groups and Institutions
English: Effective Communication, Student Research 
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods

Materials:

· 13 pieces of poster board
· markers

· glue, tape

· various craft supplies for decorating posters (construction paper, glitter, etc)

· Research Worksheet
· Pick Your Colony Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· Divide the students into 13 groups and assign each group one of the 13 colonies.  If there are less than 26 students, this project can become an individual activity with some colonies being researched by more than one student. 
· Give each student a Research worksheet and have them research their colony and find the answers to the worksheet questions.  The students can collaborate with the rest of their group in their research but each student should turn in a separate Research Worksheet. They can use their textbooks, other books, and online sources for information.  (See References for useful websites.)
· When the students have completed their worksheet, the teacher should check over the worksheets and ensure that the students have researched thoroughly.  Once the teacher is satisfied with the each student’s research, the group should be given a poster board. 
· Each group should use their poster board, markers, and any other supplies to design and decorate a poster convincing new immigrants from England to come to their colony.
· Encourage the students to make the posters interesting and appealing to the eye by using bold, bright colors; attention-grabbing words and lots of creativity.  Also encourage students to focus on the information that makes their colony unique or above average. 
· About half way through the second class period the groups should finish their posters and set them up around the room.  Hand out a Pick Your Colony Worksheet to each student. At this point the students can disperse and look at the other group’s posters and complete the Pick Your Colony Worksheet.

References:
· http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/13colonies1.htm
· http://americanhistory.about.com/library/charts/blcolonial13.htm
TEKS:

Social Studies

8.2 (B) Compare political, economic, and social reasons for the 13 colonies

8.30 (A) Use primary and secondary sources to acquire information about the US

8.30 (B) Analyze information through various means

8.30 (C) Interpret information from outlines, reports, databases, and visuals

8.31 (C) Transfer information from one medium to another

8.31 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies ideas
English
8.15 (B) Write to influence

8.13 (D) Interpret and use graphic sources of information to answer questions

8.20 (D) Summarize and organize ideas from multiple sources

8.21 (A) Collaborate with other writers to compose, organize, and revise texts

8.24 (A) Select, organize, or produce visuals to complement and extend meaning

8.24 (B) Produce communications using technology or appropriate media
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