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Lesson Summary: 
In this activity students will make a salt map of the North American colonies after the French and Indian War (post bellum is Latin for “after the war”).  A salt map is a map made out of salt dough, which is a dough that behaves like clay but will harden if allowed to sit over night.  The salt map can then be painted to resemble the landforms represented and the boundaries after the war.  Using their salt maps, students will then identify two locations of importance in the French and Indian War on their maps and research their significance in the war. 

Subject: Social Studies: Maps

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods

Materials:

· Paint

· Flour

· Salt 
· Vegetable Oil

· Food Coloring

· Brushes

· Toothpicks or straight pins
· Cardboard
· Handout 1- Map of the Colonies (8.5”x11”)
· Handout 2- Map of the Colonies (11”x17”)
· Location Worksheet
Lesson Plan:
First Class Period
· Have the students make the salt map in the first class period

· There are two versions of the map of the colonies to use in making the salt map. One can be printed on a 8.5”x11” sheet and the other on a 11”x17” sheet. If this is not big enough they can be blown up or projected.

· To make the salt map place the map guide on a piece of cardboard and draw or trace the outline of the colonies onto the cardboard. Also have them draw the boundaries on the cardboard so they will know where to create boundaries when making the salt map.

·  Here are the directions for making salt dough:

· Mix 4 cups flour and 1 cup salt in one bowl

· Mix 4 tablespoons vegetable oil and food coloring in another bowl

· Add the two mixtures together and enough water to make a dough-like mixture

· Layer the salt dough onto into the map at a thickness of about 1cm. Different areas can be made different thicknesses to represent mountains or valleys.  Students should make their map as geographically accurate as possible.

· Wait for the salt map to dry out so it can be painted. 

Second Class Period

· Once the salt maps have dried out they can be painted.  (You can use tempra paints or whatever is available.)
· Have the students paint the different areas different colors, such as red for the British colonies and yellow for the Spanish territory.
· The students should then pick two places from the list below to designate on their map:

· Fort Duquesne
· Fort Necessity
· Fort Frontenac

· Montreal

· Fort William Henry

· Crown Point

· Quebec

· Louisbourg

· Ft. Carillon (Ticonderoga)

· Ft. Oswego

· Ft. Niagara

· Have students stick toothpicks or straight pins into the salt map to designate the location of the two places they have chosen.
· For homework have the students write a couple paragraphs about each place they chose and prepare to present them and their map to the class. The Location Worksheet can help students with this preparation.
Third Class Period

· Have the students present their salt map and talk about the places they chose by describing why that place is significant, what happened there, or the importance of that particular landform, city, or site.

Vocabulary:

· Post Bellum: This is Latin for “after the war”

TEKS:

8.1 (A) Identify the major eras in U.S. history through 1877

8.2 (A) Identify reasons for European exploration and colonization of North America

8.2 (B) Compare political, economic, and social reasons for establishment of the 13 colonies

8.11 (C) Analyze the effects of physical and human geographic factors on major historical and contemporary events in the United States

8.12 (A) Analyze how physical characteristics of the environment influenced population distribution, settlement patterns, and economic activities in the United States during the 18th and 19th centuries
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