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Lesson Summary: 
In this activity, students will be divided into groups.  Each group will participate in a library scavenger hunt to learn more about primary and secondary sources.  The goal of this activity is for students to learn the difference between secondary and primary sources based on their research.  They will then analyze different sources and determine the difference between secondary and primary sources.

Subject: Social Studies: Science Technology and Society, Global Connections

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period

Materials:

· The use of the school library

· Primary and secondary sources
· Source Worksheet
· Historical Sources Worksheet
Preparation:

To prepare for this activity, ask your school librarian to help find examples of primary and secondary sources for the students to locate in the library.  There will need to be enough sources for each team to go through six sources without having to compete for access to the books.
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Once all the sources have been located, give each team a list of six books so that no two teams have to find the same source at the same time, and each team gets three primary sources and three secondary sources.  An example of this is provided in the table above.  It was be beneficial if the primary and secondary topics were all related.
Lesson Plan: 
· Take the students to the library and divide them up into teams of four. 

· Give each student the Source Worksheet to fill out as they complete this activity.

· Give each team a list of sources to find, like the table above, making sure that each of them looks at three primary sources and three secondary sources.

·  The students need to complete the Source Worksheet for the six sources.

· Once everyone has finished, have each student discuss differences between the some of the sources they analyzed.
· After completing the activity, students should have an understanding of primary and secondary sources and should complete the Historical Sources Worksheet
Vocabulary:

· Primary Source: a historical source that was written by someone who experienced the event happen

· Secondary Source: a historical source that was written by someone who did not experience the event happen

Assessment:
Ask the students to think of other books or documents that would be primary sources or secondary sources.  Is a primary source always more accurate?  Why or why not?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of each type of source?
Lesson Extensions:

· Determine the point of view of the primary and secondary sources analyzed.

· Have students write their own account of a historical event, as if they experienced that event, based on primary sources.
TEKS:

Social Studies:
8.30 (A) Use primary and secondary sources to acquire information about the US

8.30 (D) Identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event

8.30 (F) Identify bias in written, oral, and visual material

8.30 (G) Evaluate a source based on language, corroboration, and information

8.31 (A) Use social studies terminology correctly
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