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Objectives
· Examine area, volume, and spatial reasoning.
· Practice measurement and calculating area.
Lesson Overview
This lesson should take approximately two class periods.  In the PowerPoint presentation, the students will investigate the mathematics surrounding Travis’s trips into the graveyard in the narrative Texas 1867, especially the mathematics of shapes.  The students will then be broken up into groups, and given the Storefront Shapes Handout and the Storefront Shapes Worksheet for a hands-on activity where they investigate the area of different shapes, and design a 19th-century-style storefront using the shapes.
Handouts
· Storefront Shapes Handout
· Storefront Shapes Worksheet
Activity
Summary: 
In the 19th century there weren’t many ways for store owners to advertise, since there was no television or radio, so it was important for them to create eye catching displays to promote their wares.  In this activity, students will play the part of a store owner designing a storefront using six given shapes.  They will calculate the amount of wood and paint they would need by calculating the area of each shape.
Materials:
· scissors 

· metric rulers
· tape or glue
· colored pencils
· crayons or markers

· sheets of construction paper
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