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	Texas 1867: Lesson Plan, Math 3



Objectives
· Use distances and speeds to estimate time spent traveling.
· Examine elapsed time and convert hours to days.
Lesson Overview
This lesson plan should take two to three class periods.  In the Math 3 PowerPoint presentation, the students will explore the mathematics of travel by stagecoach and train in 1867, and compare this with travel today by car.  In the activity the students will play a board game designed to test their ability to use rates and unit conversion. 
Handouts
· Board Game Calculation Worksheet
· Race Across Texas Game Board
· Race Across Texas Game Spinner
· Race Across Texas Game Cards
Activity
Summary:
This activity incorporates rates and unit conversion into a board game.  The students will use dice, spinners, game cards, and markers to move around the board which represents a journey across Texas.  Each move of a game piece will require students to figure out how far they have traveled using “speed” and “time traveled.” “Speed” will be stated on each game card.  These cards represent modes of travel in Texas in 1867.  “Time traveled” will be represented by a roll of the dice and a turn of the spinner.  Students then use this information to calculate on the worksheet how far they may move on the game board.  The first student to reach the finish line is the winner.

Materials:

For each group of two to six students you will need:

· printouts of the game board, game cards, and spinner
· pins to construct spinners
· dice
· player markers
· calculators (optional)
A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University http://peer.tamu.edu
M-12
A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University


