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	Hard River Escape: Activity Plan,  English 3



Lesson Summary:  In this activity, students will create a one day itinerary for an out-of-town visitor to their town.  They will work with a partner to determine which places would best represent their town to a guest.  Then they will write short descriptions of these places for a guest, and choose one place to describe in greater detail. 

Subject: 
Social Studies: Global Connections

English: Effective Communication, Respect for Diversity

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials:

· local travel brochures and/or promotional materials from local attractions

· white paper
· pens, markers, colored pencils, etc.
· internet access (helpful, but not necessary)

Lesson Plan: 
· Review the English 3 PowerPoint about descriptive writing.
· Ask students if they know what an itinerary is and discuss with them things that an itinerary normally includes.  You may want to find examples of travel itineraries to bring to class as examples for them.
· Divide the class into groups of 2.  Explain that they will be creating a one day itinerary for a foreign guest who will be visiting your town.  Students can include any tourist attractions your town might have, but tell them that the point is for the visitor to get a “feel” for what living in your town is like. Have them think about local restaurants, shops, or community areas (parks, schools, libraries, etc) that they might want to take their visitor to.
· Give each pair five minutes to brainstorm and write down a list of ideas of where they might want to take their guest.  Then have them discuss their ideas (why this would be a good place to take a visitor, etc) and narrow them down to a few that they think their visitor could reasonably do in a day.  They should have approximately three or four activities on their itinerary, not counting restaurants where they might decide to go for meals.
· Have the teams write a brief description of each place they will visit.  Remind them that they are describing these places to someone who has never been there before.
· Each team should also choose one place on their itinerary to describe in more detail.  For some places on the itinerary, students may need to do some research to collect more information.  Good resources to begin with include local travel brochures, promotional materials from the locations, or your town’s website.  Have them include at least one picture with the description.
· Finally, pass out sheets of white paper for teams to write out their finalized itinerary.  Students should use a schedule format (8am - museum, 9:30am - tour of state park, etc.).  They need to include their descriptions for all of the locations, as well as the detailed description for their selected location.

· Students should use their best creative efforts to present the day’s activities as something that will be fun and interesting for their visitor!
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Itinerary: The proposed route of a journey or an account or record of a journey.  In common usage, itinerary refers to a sequence of events scheduled at designated times.  
Lesson Extensions:

· Students could combine their descriptions to produce a travel brochure for your town with many different locations for tourists to visit.
TEKS:

6.5 (B) Demonstrate effective communication skills

6.8 (B) Select various sources to read

6.8 (C) Read for varied purposes

6.10 (D) Describe mental images and text evokes

6.12 (A) Identify the purposes of different types of texts

6.12 (B) Recognize the distinguishing features of genres

6.12 (C) Compare different forms of communication

6.13 (C) Use multiple sources to locate information relevant to research 

6.13 (E) Summarize and organize information from multiple sources

6.15 (C) Write to inform 

6.16 (A) Write legibly using cursive or manuscript as appropriate

6.16 (B) Capitalize and punctuate correctly to clarify and enhance meaning

6.16 (C) Correctly spell syllable constructions in writing

6.16 (D) Correctly spell roots in writing

6.16 (E) Use resources to find correct spellings

6.16 (F) Spell accurately in final drafts 

6.17 (D) Use adjectives and adverbs appropriately 

6.20 (D) Summarize and organize ideas from multiple sources

6.24 (A) Select, organize, or produce visuals to complement and extend meaning

A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University http://peer.tamu.edu
E-10
A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University http://peer.tamu.edu
E-11

