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Lesson Summary: Students will research recycling programs from schools around their state and across the country.  Students will then put together a recycling program for their school and write a persuasive essay to the administrators of their school. The essay will persuade the administrators to allow the class to host a recycling fair at their school. Students will write a rough draft of the essay on the Saving Our Planet Worksheet and then submit their final draft to school administrators.

Subject: 

Science: Science in Personal and Social Perspectives
English: Reading Texts, Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, Syntactical Knowledge and Uses, Student Research, English for Personal Purposes

Technology: Social Ethical and Human Issues
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6 

· Upper Bound: 7
· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two class periods.

Materials:

· internet access
·  Saving Our Planet Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· After going over the PowerPoint presentation, discuss with students the benefits and the importance of recycling.
· Once you have gathered a list of the benefits of recycling, have students search for school recycling programs using an internet search engine.  The websites listed below (see the resources section) are helpful starting places.  
· Students may also design their own program from scratch, although this does take significantly more time.
· Once students have found some recycling programs, decide as a class which program ideas would be best for your class to use.  You can do this by using the overhead or chalkboard to make a list of all the ideas, then leading the class in a discussion about which would work best at your school. 
· After deciding on the design of the recycling program, have students draft a persuasive essay to their school administrators on the Saving Our Planet Worksheet.  The essay will be asking permission to host a recycling fair at their school.  

· Students should use the information gathered on the benefits and importance of recycling as supporting facts in their essay. It should also include a procedure for organizing and executing the recycling fair.
· Students should review each other’s papers to check for spelling and grammatical errors.

·  Students should then make the appropriate changes. 
· Once papers have been reviewed and edited, have students submit them to their school administrators and cross your fingers!
References:
· http://www.kidsrecycle.org/index.php
· http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/forms_pubs/pubs/gi/gi-030.html
· http://www.ktb.org/
· http://www.recycleworks.org/schools/schoolpgm.html
· http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/recycling/schools.shtml
TEKS:
6.4 (A), Connecting own experiences, information, and ideas with others 

6.5 (B), Demonstrating effective communication skills 

6.13 (G) Drawing conclusions from information gathered from multiple sources

6.13 (H) Using compiled information and knowledge to raise additional questions 

6.20 Using writing as a tool for learning and research. 

6.22 (B) Incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written messages

6.22 (C) Express ideas orally based on research and experiences

6.22 (D) Create written and visual material

6.22 (E) Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation

6.23.(A) Use a problem-solving process

6.23 (B) Using a decision-making process to identify a situation and take action
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