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Lesson Summary: Students will examine the importance of understanding different perspectives.  They will watch a scene that is acted out in front of the class and then discuss how different perspectives can cause an event to be told in completely different ways. Then they will write about how the same incident might have seemed different from the perspectives of the people involved. 

Subject: 

English: Effective Communication, English for Personal Purposes

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6 

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.


Materials:
· Understanding Perspectives Worksheet 

Lesson Plan: 
· Before the lesson begins, the teacher and another faculty member should arrange to act out a big confrontation in front of the teacher’s unsuspecting class.  The confrontation is of course pretend, but should seem realistic and believable to the students.

· This lesson should begin with the Hard River Escape English 1 PowerPoint, focusing on differences in perspective.

· Once the PowerPoint presentation is complete, the teacher and another faculty member will act out their confrontation in front of the class.  The “scene” should only take a couple of minutes, and then the other faculty member should excuse themselves.
· After a few moments, the teacher will then excuse herself from the class for about a minute (still in character), allowing the class to discuss the event among themselves.

· The teacher should then return to the classroom and creatively convince them to write down their take on what happened. (e.g. “Students, I apologize about that.  It just makes me so upset! I can’t believe the way he/she acted. That was so unprofessional!  I ought to report him/her to Principal ______ after the way he or she just disrupted my class.  As a matter of fact, students write down exactly what you saw so that I can turn in a full report to principal _____ about the situation.”)
· Students should spend about fifteen minutes writing out their report of the incident.  
· Once students complete their reports, explain to them that the confrontation was not real. 
· Then have students write a short essay on the Understanding Perspectives Worksheet about how the event might have seemed from the perspective of the other teacher.  Students should conclude with a paragraph contrasting their initial perspective and the other teacher’s perspective.
Assessment: Lead the class in a discussion about how different perspectives about a situation can create varying opinions and viewpoints.
· What was the general consensus from the class about what happened?

· What might have happened if it were actually reported to the principal from that perspective?

· What might have happened if the incident were reported to the principal from the perspective of the other teacher?
· How might the other teacher have justified their actions from his perspective?

· How might the teacher have justified his/her own actions?
· Why is it important to hear more than one perspective of a situation or story?
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Perspectives: a particular evaluation of a situation or facts, especially from one person’s point of view; a measured or objective assessment of a situation, giving all elements their comparative importance. 
· Justify: to give a reason or explanation why something was done; to give somebody an acceptable reason for taking a particular action; to serve as an acceptable reason or excuse for something 
TEKS:

6.4 (A) Connecting own experiences, information, and ideas with others 

6.10 (K) Answering different types and levels of questions 

6.12 (F) Analyzing characters 

6.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas

6.15 (B) Write to influence

6.15 (C) Write to inform

6.15 (E) Use voice and style appropriate to the audience and purpose

6.15 (G) Use literary devices effectively

6.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts

6.17 Applying standard grammar and usage to communicate clearly and effectively in writing 
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