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Lesson Summary: Students will work in pairs for this activity to research an assigned country, draw a detailed map, and answer questions about the geography, economy, agriculture and industries of that country. Also, compare the fourteen, now independent, nations to the former U.S.S.R. Students will also explore the environmental issues associated with that country and bring a visual aid of an example of something that country produces.


Subject: 

Social Studies: Power Authority and Governance, Production Distribution and Consumption, Science Technology and Society, Global Connections, Civic Ideals and Practices
English: Effective Communication, Student Research, Respect for Diversity
Technology: Technology Research Tools
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 6  

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Three class periods

Materials:
· poster board 

· markers, color pencils
· internet access
· History of the U.S.S.R Handout
· Fifteen Years Later Worksheet
Lesson Plan: 
· After reviewing the Social Studies 1 Power Point have students read the History of the U.S.S.R. Handout. 
· Assign each pair of students one of the other 14 former countries of the Soviet Union (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.). 
· Then take students to the computer lab and have them log onto the cia world factbook website <https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html >
· On that site students are to gather information about their assigned country and answer the questions on the Fifteen Years Later Worksheet.  

· In addition to researching their country, have students draw a detailed map of their country on a poster board. The map should include things like large cities and towns, simple topography (mountains, rivers), and the locations of major industries and agriculture.
· After researching the economy and industry of their country, students should find and bring a visual aid of one of the natural resources, industrial products, or agricultural products produced by that country. This can be an actual object or a picture. (e.g. if a country makes train engines, students can bring a photo or model of a train engine)
· To complete the activity, students will present their map, a few interesting facts from the worksheet, and visual aid to the class.

Assessment:


Discuss with the students the similarities and differences between the countries of the 
former U.S.S.R. and why these countries have so many similarities.
References :
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USSR
· https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html 

TEKS:

6.1 (A) Describe characteristics of societies resulting from historical events

6.1 (B) Analyze historical backgrounds to link past conflicts to current conditions

6.3 (A) Create maps, graphs, charts, and models to depict regional aspects

6.9 (A) Describe ways in which factors of production influence economies

6.9 (B) Identify problems and issues from factors of production in short supply

6.15 (C) Analyze similarities and differences among world societies

6.22 (C) Express ideas orally based on research and experiences

6.22 (D) Create written and visual material
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