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Objectives

· Investigate the multiple routes of pollutant exposure.

· Examine what causes pollutants.

· Investigate the effects of pollutants.

· Examine and investigate the materials involved in making a diaper.

· Investigate how producing and using diapers affects the environment.

· Make a connection to other possible causes of mutations from other daily items.  
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Lesson Overview

This lesson should take about one class period.  The Science 2 PowerPoint will give students a guide to investigate different routes of exposure and should be shown first.  Students will then begin the Too Many Diapers Activity and use the Worksheet to help them assess the environmental impact of diapers.
Handouts

· Too Many Diapers Worksheet
Activity: 

Summary:

Students will examine the construction of a diaper, make note of their observation, and research about the materials used in making the diaper.  Based on this data, students will conclude how diapers affect the environment and how they act as pollutants.

Materials:

· diapers (1 per group)

· pair of scissors and tweezers (1 per group)

· a bowl of water (1 per group)

· internet access (either at home or school)
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