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Equipment and Tools for Veterinary Technicians
Download all Associated Files for this lesson from our Website



Summary: 
This lesson will outline the most common tools that veterinary technicians use. It is important to learn about the tools and equipment used because this will allow the students to better understand the responsibilities of a veterinary technician. The presentation and activity provided will present these common tools in a way that allows the student to compare and contrast similar tools and their purposes. 

Keywords: Diagnostic, Surgical, Treatment, Dental Hygiene, -scope suffix, -graph suffix Catheter, Intravenous (IV), Restraint, Castrate, Tail Docking, Deworm
Grade Level: 9th- 12th 
Agriculture TEK:
Veterinary Medical Applications (130.6)
· (13)  The student identifies hospital procedures, skills, and objectives that are included in the job description of an animal care assistant. The student is expected to:

· (A)  explain the care, maintenance, and use of equipment and instruments found in veterinary practice;

· (B)  explain appropriate hospital procedures;

· (14)  The student identifies and discusses surgical-assisting procedures, skills, and objectives that are included in the job description of an animal care assistant. The student is expected to:

· (A)  explain the protocol for pre-surgical and post-surgical care of a patient;

· (B)  describe methods used in the sterilization and preparation of small and large animal surgery packs;

· (C)  review skills involved in patient and surgical room preparation;

· (D)  describe surgical skills such as castration, dehorning, and docking;
Learning Objectives: 

The learner will: 

· Categorize tools based on their purpose.
· Know the name, description and use of each tool.

· Use word suffixes to help describe specific tools.

· Be able to describe why and how diagnostic tools can help identify illness.

· Be able to list surgical tools that vet techs could assist vets with.

· Be able to explain why and how treatment tools may be used.
· Be able to identify when and why general, all purpose and general livestock tools would be used.
· Identify tools being used by veterinary technicians in the clinic.
 
Time Required: 
30 min. to complete the PowerPoint
20 min. to complete the activity

Materials: 

· PowerPoint Presentation on “Vet Tech Tools”
· Dry erase markers (1 per group)

· Clear plastic Sheet Protectors (1 per group)

· Cardstock paper, any light color or white (1 per group)

· If available, you could choose to instead use small dry erase boards or chalk boards

Reusable Activity Cost [in dollars]: ~$20.00
Sheet Protectors- 25 pack: $8, Cardstock- 150 sheets: $7, Dry Erase Markers- 4 pack: $5 

Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

· Tool Classifications
· Vet techs only use surgical tools to assist Vets, and only with proper training (this depends on the clinic)

· Surgical dental hygiene is not done by a vet tech, only cleanings
· Restraint Tools
· Ear Notching

· Castration

· Spermatic Cord

· Tail Docking

· Deworming

· Anesthetized 
Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 
Discuss with students the difference between a Veterinarian and a Veterinary Technician. Allow the students to brainstorm their own ideas. Then be sure to discuss how not only do their responsibilities differ but the tools they use do too.
Presentation/Explanation: 
Go through the PowerPoint presentation over “Vet Tech Tools” with the class. Be sure to allow time to discuss with students any times they have either used or seen any of these tools or equipment being used. Past experience can help the students to remember the purposes and uses of these tools. They may have seen their vet or even their personal doctor or dentist use these tools. 

Activity/Application:
Directions given on “Name that Tool Activity” document provided.
Lesson Closure: 
After completion of the activity, allow the students to clean up and return to their desks. Have them pull out a sheet of paper and write down three interesting things they learned today. This paper can be their ticket out the door.
Resources: 
· http://www.flashcardmachine.com/ffa-vet-medinstruments.html
· http://peer.tamu.edu/VBB/AgTeacherResources.asp
References: 

· www.Dictionary.com
· http://biology.about.com/od/prefixesandsuffixess/g/bls21.htm
· http://www.medical-tools.com
· http://www.wisegeek.com/what-are-the-different-types-of-forceps.htm
· http://surgery.about.com/od/glossaryofsurgicalterms/g/Catheter.htm
· http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-an-iv-drip.htm
· http://www.wisegeek.com/contest/what-happens-during-a-dental-cleaning-for-dogs-and-cats.htm
· http://www.dentalfearcentral.org/faq/scale-and-polish/
· http://www.vcahospitals.com/main/pet-health-information/article/animal-health/elizabethan-collars-in-cats/92
· http://www.wisegeek.com/what-are-the-different-types-of-medical-syringes.htm
· http://www.ehow.com/about_5368039_types-syringes.html
· http://www.elimu.net/Secondary/Kenya/KCSE_Student/Agriculture/KCSE%20Curriculum%20-%20Agriculture-Livestock-production-tools.htm
· http://www.ehow.com/list_6744227_veterinary-assistant-tools.html
· http://www.ehow.com/info_8352395_tools-do-vets-use.html
· http://www.ehow.com/list_6744227_veterinary-assistant-tools.html
· http://www.ehow.com/list_7427837_common-veterinary-dental-tools.html
· http://www.ehow.com/how_7469115_monitor-veterinary-iv-fluid-therapy.html
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