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Lesson Summary: This lesson is intended to move students from concrete descriptive writing (using the five senses) to abstract descriptive writing (describing things that cannot necessarily be seen, heard, etc).


Subject: 
English: Analyzing Texts, Effective Communication, Syntactical Knowledge and Uses
Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One to two class periods.

Materials:

· various personal belongings (ex: clothing, CDs, sports equipment, photographs, books, etc.) - bring them yourself or ask the students to each bring an item
· Rubric
Lesson Plan: 
· Review the English 1 PowerPoint.
· Begin the lesson by asking the class for a definition of descriptive writing.  Generate a brief class discussion about the use of the five senses in relation to descriptive writing.
· Give each student an object and ask them to write a descriptive paragraph about it.  Give them no more than 10-15 minutes to complete this exercise.
· Then ask the following questions: 
· Is there more to be described about this object than just what you can discover about it using your five senses?

· What can we infer about the object other than its concrete qualities?  (i.e. who uses it, what is it used for, etc.)  
· If students brought in their own objects, ask them what they know about their object that others could not discover by using their five senses to examine it.
· Tell students that they are going to try some “tip of the iceberg” descriptive writing. Just as you can only see about 1/10 of an iceberg above the surface, they will make the assumption that they can only discover about 1/10 of what there is to know about their object from using their senses.  The other 9/10 is “below the surface,” and they will have to use induction to figure it out.
· Now the students will write a descriptive paragraph about the same object they used before, except this time they will describe the “bottom of the iceberg.”  They could go about this in two ways: either describing what is literally below the surface of the object (what is inside that CD that makes it play?) or what they might infer about the object (how does the music on that CD make people feel?)  Handout the rubric to students and tell them a classmate will be evaluating their work based on these criteria.
· Students should note that the definition of descriptive writing says that it should appeal to one or more of the senses - and this should still be true even if you can’t observe what you are describing.  You might want to remind them that using figures of speech is a good way to describe abstract qualities such as feelings.
Assessment: Have students pass their paragraphs to a classmate and evaluate them using the rubric.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Descriptive writing: Writing that uses concrete and specific details that appeals to one or more of the reader's five senses.
Lesson Extensions:

· You could continue in this theme of more abstract descriptions using examples from poetry and/or music.

References:
· http://www.daedalus.com/lists10_descriptive.asp
· http://iteslj.org/Lessons/Ahola-PersonalPhotographs.html
TEKS:

6-8.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas
6-8.15 (F) Choose an appropriate form of individual writing

6-8.15 (G) Use literary devices effectively

6-8.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts

6-8.17 (D) Use adjectives and adverbs appropriately

6-8.17 (F) Employ standard English usage in writing
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