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Lesson Summary: Students will be led step by step through the persuasive writing process with the last half of the Persuasive Writing PowerPoint. Using the Persuasive Writing Worksheet and the Handout, they will develop a thesis, analyze their audience, research and organize their data, write the letter, and edit their work.



Subject: 
English: Effective Communication, Syntactical Knowledge and Uses
Grade Level: 
· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials:

· Persuasive Writing Worksheet
· Persuasive Writing Handout
· Persuasive Writing Rubric
Lesson Plan: 
· In this activity, the Persuasive Writing PowerPoint presentation and the worksheet are integrated. Stop at the slides listed and have the student complete the assigned question on the worksheet.  
· Slides 5 & 6: Review the assignment with the students briefly and explain that it is a persuasive writing assignment. 

· Slide 7: Talk about what makes the examples good or bad. Hand out the Persuasive Writing Worksheet and have students write their thesis for Question 1. 

· Slide 8: Talk about the importance considering your audience when you write. 

· Describe a pet using the following description, along with a higher, happy voice: “This is my puppy-doggy. He is big and fluffy and yellow. His name is Sam.” Have students describe who you were talking to just from your tone and the words you used. 
· Now describe the dog using this description: “This is my golden-retriever Sam. He and I like to play fetch at the park on Saturdays.” Again, have the students describe who you were to talking to.

· Explain that your audience is especially important in persuasive writing because you want your audience to respond to your writing. 
· Have the students answer Question 2 on their worksheets. 

· Slide 9: Talk to students about what information they might look for in their research. Have students complete question 3 on their worksheet before they attempt to find information. Tell students that they will be completing the research and writing steps as homework. At home, after they have collected their data, they should organize it as the answer for Question 4 in the worksheet. 
· Slide 10: Hand out a Persuasive Writing Handout and a Persuasive Writing Rubric to each student. The Handout gives them the standard format for a business letter. The rubric describes how the student’s work will be graded. The student should use both to guide then in their writing.  

· Slide 11: Discuss methods the students have used before to help them edit their papers. Have student list at least 2 methods that they will use after they have written their letter. 
· This is the end of Day 1. Send the students home with their partially completed worksheet, the Persuasive Writing Handout and the Rubric. Review exactly what they need to do before tomorrow. They need to research for the information they mentioned in Question 3. Then they need to organize their information into a brief outline to answer Question 4. They should write their letter according to the format given in the Handout and the outline they created. They should bring back the Worksheet, the Rubric and the written letter. 

· Day 2 will consist of editing. The students should have brought back their worksheet and letter. The students can then begin to edit their letter using the methods they listed on their worksheet. If the student listed “ask someone else to check it” they need to find another student to switch with. They cannot simply have another student do their work for them without returning the gesture. When editing, the students should mark the corrections on their paper.

· Once the student has edited the paper, have them rewrite the letter to create the final copy. 

· The worksheet, the rubric, the marked-up first copy, and the finished copy should all be turned in. 
Assessment: The teacher will grade the worksheet and the letter. The letter will be graded using the Persuasive Writing Rubric. Each student’s letter will be returned to them with the rubric so that they know what they need to improve on. 

References:
· http://www.intercom.net/local/school/sdms/mspap/wkidpers.html
· http://content.scholastic.com/browse/lessonplan.jsp?id=151
· http://www.hhs.helena.k12.mt.us/Teacherlinks/Oconnorj/persuasion.html
TEKS:

6-8.13 (A) Form and revise questions for investigators

6-8.13 (E) Summarize and organize information from multiple sources

6-8.15 (B) Write to influence

6-8.15 (E) Use voice and style appropriate to the audience and purpose

6-8.15 (H) Produce cohesively written texts

6-8.16 (F) Spell accurately in final drafts

6-8.16 (B) Capitalize and punctuate correctly to clarify and enhance meaning

6-8.17 (F) Employ standard English usage in writing

6-8.18 (D) Revise drafts for coherence, progression, and logical support of ideas

6-8.18 (E) Edit drafts for specific purposes

6-8.18 (A) Generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies
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