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	Waterfall Ghost: Activity Plan, English 3



Lesson Summary: Students will receive a picture of a shoe and use the worksheet to help them imagine the person who owns it.  They will write the beginning of a story about a day in their town from the perspective of the person who owns this shoe.  They will then trade stories with a classmate and finish each other’s stories.  They will share their characters and stories with the class and discuss perspective.


Subject: 
English: Effective Communication, Respect for Diversity, English for Personal Purposes
Grade Level: 
· Target Grade: 8
· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: Two to three class periods.

Materials:

· Worksheet
· Pictures



Lesson Plan: 
· Go over the English 3 PowerPoint, emphasizing the effect that perspective has on a story.
· Print out enough pictures of shoes from the Shoe Pictures PowerPoint to give one to each student.  If you have a large class, some of them will be used more than once.
· Hand out the pictures of shoes to the students and tell them that they are going to be describing a typical day in your town through the eyes of the owner of this shoe – but first, they must discover who the owner is and what they are like.
· Hand out the Worksheet and have them answer the questions to help describe the owner of their shoe.

· Once they have completed the worksheet, have the students start writing a story – from the perspective of the shoe’s owner, written in first person – about a normal day in your town.  It may help to write some questions on the board for them to think about, such as: Does this person go to work?  To school?  Who will they interact with?  What places will they go? Do they live here or are they visiting? If they are visiting, why? etc.  However, tell them they will write the story ONLY up until 2 o’clock in the afternoon.
· At this point, have them switch stories and worksheets with another student.  This student will use the information they can gather from the worksheet and the story’s beginning to finish it as they think it would go through the eyes of the imaginary person.
· Once they are finished writing the stories, have students give them back to the original writer.  Ask them if they think the ends of the stories accurately reflect their shoe owner’s perspective.  Why or why not?  What influenced how well their partner could discern this person’s perspective?
· Take a break from discussion to have students share their imaginary people and their stories.  (In the interest of time, you may want to have them share just of few of the most interesting facts from their worksheets.)  
· Continue the discussion with the questions in the assessment section.

Assessment: Use as many or as few of these questions to ensure that students understand the concept of perspective.
· Did any descriptions of a shoe’s owner surprise you?  Why do you think that was?  (Students should realize that their own perspective could affect who they thought the shoe’s owner was.)
· How different were the different characters’ descriptions of your town?  Why do you think that was?  (The students’ stories should have represented some very different perspectives of your town, and students can see that descriptions of and thoughts or feelings about the same thing can vary widely from person to person.)
· How difficult was it to pick up your partner’s story in the middle?  What was the hardest part of finishing their story?  (Most likely, the hardest part was figuring out what the character was thinking.  While the worksheet gave a lot of information about what the person was like on the outside, the writers had to infer the thoughts and opinions, which probably led to some differences in the story’s beginning and end.)
· Could you tell from other people’s stories where one writer’s part ended and the other’s began?  Since they were writing about the same person, how could you tell?  (Again, what each person inferred about the character was probably different.)
· Pretend you were describing a situation from the perspective of each of the following people: yourself, your best friend, and someone you just met.  Which of your descriptions would be most accurate?  Why?  (Obviously, the most accurate description would be that from your own perspective, followed by your best friend’s.  You can describe a situation perfectly from your own perspective, since you know exactly what you saw and what you thought about it.  Your description from the perspective of someone you just met will probably be mostly guessing.)
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Perspective:  A way of regarding situations or topics; a point of view.
Lesson Extensions:

· You could also bring in a variety of shoes (preferably belonging to different people) for students to examine for this lesson.  Once they have described the person that they think owns the shoe, you could reveal to them what the real owner is like.  This could also lead into a discussion of how limited information about a person can lead to misunderstanding of their perspective.
· You could extend this lesson to have students revise and edit their stories to turn in, partnering with the person who wrote the second half of the story.

References:
· http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=265
TEKS:

6-8.4 (A) Connecting own experiences, information, and ideas with others

6-8.12 (H) Describe how author’s perspective affects the text (point of view)

6-8.15 (A) Write to express, discover, record, develop, and reflect on ideas

6-8.18 (A) Generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies
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