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Lesson Summary: After reviewing the Social Studies 3 PowerPoint, students will pretend to be Francis Cabot Lowell and develop brochures to sell investors on their idea of constructing a new cotton mill in Massachusetts.  


Subject: 

Social Studies: Production Distribution and Consumption; Science, Technology, and Society

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One class period.

Materials: 

· Cotton Mill Brochure 

· Cotton Mill Worksheet
· Cotton Mill Rubric
Lesson Plan: 
· Review Social Studies 3 PowerPoint with the students.

· Tell students that they will be acting as Francis Cabot Lowell and will be designing a brochure for investors intrigued by the possibility of helping to construct a cotton mill. The teacher may choose to make this an individual or collaborative project (although it is recommended that the groups be no larger than 2-3 students, if the collaborative route is chosen).

· The teacher should decide whether they will be making their brochures on the computer or with pen and paper by hand. If they will be using the computer, they should open the Cotton Mill Brochure. They should then design their brochure accordingly. The words on the brochure template are there to help students understand where the columns will appear after the brochure has been printed and folded. After they are finished, they should print their brochure and fill out the information on the back. If they will be creating their brochure by hand, distribute a copy of the Cotton Mill Worksheet to each student. They should fold the paper in thirds so their name will be on the back.

· In the brochure, students should explain the reasons why the proposed cotton mill will make a good return on an investment. Students should also foresee and address potential concerns investors might have relative to the cotton mill. Students should clarify the sort of investment this is: is it a safe investment with a consistent, moderate rate of return, or a high-risk, high-reward investment? Why?  

· Encourage students to be creative relative to both content and presentation. They should remain within the realm of historical plausibility, but this is not a research project—the reasons they give for investment need not be straight out of the historical record. Similarly, remind them that this is more or less an advertising brochure; they want it to catch the eyes of the investors. It is also important that the brochure is well organized and easy to read. 

· Explain to students that they will be judged on how well they describe and present their case for investors, how well they show the benefits of investment and address the potential concerns of investors, and for their organization and neatness.  

Assessment: Grade the brochure using the Cotton Mill Rubric.
Lesson Extensions:

· If time permits, students may present their brochures to the class.

TEKS:

8.14 (B) Identify the economic factors causing industrialization and urbanization

8.28 (A) Explain the effects of technological and scientific innovations

8.28 (C) Analyze how technological innovations changed the handling of goods

8.28 (D) Explain how technological innovations led to rapid industrialization

8.30 (E) Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event

8.31 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies ideas
7.20 (A) Compare types and uses of technology in the past and present

7.20 (D) Evaluate the effects of scientific discoveries on the use of resources

7.21 (E) Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations on information

6.20 (A) Give examples of scientific discoveries that have changed the world

6.21 (D) Identify different points of view about an issue or topic

6.22 (D) Create written and visual material
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