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1. Cotton originated from the Arabic word ___________________________________________.
2. Cotton fibers have been found that are______________.(Circle the correct answer.)

a. 500 years old


b. 70 years old


c. 7000 years old


d. 1000 years old

3. Cotton gins were used in the Middle East, India and Haiti before they were used in America.  Why couldn't we use the cotton gins that they had developed?


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

4. Cotton doesn't rot.  True or False (Circle the correct answer.)
5. Explain your answer to question 4.__________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

6. What are two of Eli Whitney's inventions?


a.___________________________________
b. ___________________________________

7. People like Eli Whitney and Samuel Slater protected their right to all of the profits from their inventions by doing what?


______________________________________________________________________________

8. Match the plant with the appropriate description.  Write the letter of the correct definition next to each plant.


a. Hemp___________



b Sisal___________




c. Flax___________
9. By 1860, slaves accounted for ______of the population in the south.  (Circle the correct answer.)


a. 1/8


b. 1/3


c. 2/3


d. 1/2



10. In 1841, a New Yorker and a freeman named Soloman Northup was kidnapped and sold as a slave.  Described below, is his account of the time he spent on a cotton plantation in Louisiana.  Read the passage and describe in your own words how the cotton gin affected the daily lives of slaves.
"The hands are required to be in the cotton field as soon as it is light in the morning, and, with the exception of ten or fifteen minutes, which is given them at noon to swallow their allowance of cold bacon, they are not permitted to be a moment idle until it is too dark to see, and when the moon is full, they often times labor till the middle of the night. They do not dare to stop even at dinner time, nor return to the quarters, however late it be until the order to halt is given by the driver. The day's work over in the field, the baskets are "toted," or in other words, carried to the gin-house, where the cotton is weighed. No matter how fatigued and weary he may be -- no matter how much he longs for sleep and rest -- a slave never approaches the gin-house with his basket of cotton but with fear. If it falls short in weight -- if he has not performed the full task appointed of him, he knows that he must suffer. And if he has exceeded it by ten or twenty pounds, in all probability his master will measure the next day's task accordingly. So, whether he has too little or too much, his approach to the gin-house is always with fear and trembling."
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a. Linseed oil is made from the seed and paints and stains are made from its fibers.








d. An agave plant used to enhance texture in paint.  The fibers are used in brakes and clutches.











b. Canola oil comes from this plant.  The fiber is used to make clothing and paper products.





c. The fiber comes from the stalk of the plant.  It is used to make rope, paper and clothing.








A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University
A product of the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health at Texas A&M University


