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Lesson Summary: In this activity, students will demonstrate that they understand the hardships of daily life for women working in a cotton mill during the Industrial Revolution.  Students are to create a dialogue between a female mill worker and either her husband or other mill workers, using the Cotton Mill Dialogue Worksheet as a guide.



Subject: 

Social Studies: Science, Technology, and Society

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 8  

· Upper Bound: 8

· Lower Bound: 6

Time Required: One to two class periods.

Materials:

· Cotton Mill Dialogue Worksheet


Lesson Plan: 
· Review Social Studies PowerPoint 5 with the students.
· Introduce the activity: students, either individually or collaboratively, will write a dialogue with a female mill worker of the type described in the PowerPoint. 
· Have the students fill out the Cotton Mill Dialogue Worksheet, explaining that most of the answers they give in there should end up in the dialogue. 
· Encourage students to be both historically accurate and creative in their dialogues. Humor is appropriate as long as it is within the framework of historical accuracy. 

· Every dialogue should include a description of the mill and what the worker does. Students should avoid forcing this information into the dialogue; rather, it should flow out of the conversation.
· If students have created their dialogues in groups, you may choose to have them present those dialogues to the class
Assessment: Grade the dialogue using the Cotton Mill Dialogue Worksheet. 
Lesson Extensions:

· Have a discussion about life in a factory. What was the work like? If the students lived in the early 19th century, would they have preferred to work on a farm or in a factory? Why? 
TEKS:

8.14 (B) Identify the economic factors causing industrialization and urbanization

8.24 (E) Identify the political, social, and economic contributions of women

8.28 (A) Explain the effects of technological and scientific innovations

8.28 (D) Explain how technological innovations led to rapid industrialization

8.29 (A) Compare the effects of discoveries and innovations on daily life

8.29 (C) Identify examples of how industrialization changed life in the US

8.31 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies ideas
7.20 (D) Evaluate the effects of scientific discoveries on the use of resources

7.21 (E) Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event

7.22 (D) Create written, oral, and visual presentations of information

6.20 (A) Give examples of scientific discoveries that have shaped the world

6.21 (D) Identify different points of view about an issue or topic

6.22 (D) Create written and visual material
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